Bridging Ages Annual Report 2021
Introduction:
It is my pleasure to welcome you all to this third virtual Annual General meeting. Your presence
is most valued and appreciated. The past two years have been a strong indicator of where there
is social cohesion, passion and commitment, working towards a common objective, there is
Hope.
The unprecedented impact of the global pandemic has disrupted most country's programmes
and travel restrictions continued. Our sympathies are with those who is suffering and who may
have lost, community members, family or friends during this pandemic. Despite this period of
uncertainty, we have astoundingly adapted to the circumstances and the new way of doing
things.
The planning for the international conference in Turkey was postponed twice, year 2020 and
2021. Planning is once again on schedule and we are hopeful that it will happen this year. The
conference will take place in Giresun, Turkiya, from 29 June- 01 July(Excursion 02 July), 2022.

Topic: Building Together Beyond Boundaries. The Time Travel Method in Education,
Environment, Peace Building And Democracy. The topic is relevant to the present challenges
facing us globally. There is a huge need for us to work beyond boundaries, as equals in an
inclusive world. There is a call for papers. Please send in your presentation abstract on these
topics.
In South Africa, during July 2021, especially where I live, we have experienced unrest. In
Northern Kenya, the drought had a devastating impact on life. As it is happening right now, we
are witnessing Russia’s invasion of Ukraine. These are matters for discussion on how can we
contribute towards peace and solidarity, as an organisation.
.
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Constitutional Implementation


Within 16 months of the first virtual meeting, we are holding our 3rd online AGM. On
24th November 2020, we have adopted a revised constitution. Soon thereafter on 17th
March 2021, the next Annual General Meeting was held, implementing the mandate
received from you, our members. From here on, annual meetings will be held within the
first four months of the year. We had once again taken a decision to uphold membership
fee. The forms were send to those that are on the emailing list



Election Process
The Election processes are set out in our constitution. The Election Committee will
present a report.

Communication:
- Website: The Bridging Ages fully - fledged website includes Time Travels from many countries,
including conferences, newsletters, a library, annual reports and much more. It is in the process
of being improved . For information visit. www.bridgingages.com
- Newletters: The co-ordination, editing, and layout is a time-consuming exercise. We have
resigned to three newsletters per year. Editorial team, Scott Green and Ebbe Westergren are
thanked for their expertise in this regard. Three newsletters published in February, August and
December were circulated to approximately a thousand persons on Bridging Ages mailing list.
Some of newsletters articles covered the work of Time Travel activities amidst COVID 19
pandemic. This was encouraging.
 February 2021
Time Travel held during COVID-19 lockdown in South Africa, Board member- Steven
Labarakwe, primary focus is on community building and addressing basic needs in Northern
Kenya , Crossroads Project Time Travel Method goes online and Medieval Rhodes festival
on the island of Rhodes, Greece.
 August 2021
Public Archaeology and Time Travel KOC University, Turkey, Time Travel and Human
Rights Seminar Webinar on Migration and Challenging Topics in Time Travels Discourse in
Childhood and Time Travel on Deportation- Latvia
 December 2021
Bridging Ages secretary- Scott green Gives us Hope, Crossroads in History report on their
final conference, Kalmar lans museum- adaptiation to change and finally Time Travel in
human rights in South Africa
Publications:
Cadernos do LEPAARQ is a Journal of the Laboratory of Teaching and Research in Anthropology
and Archaeology of the Federal University of Pelotas (LEPAARQ-UFPEL). A special issue,
December 2020 was published. The topic focussed on: Applied Heritage and Critical Heritage
Studies: engaging society for sustainability and Heritage Futures, edited by Tiago Silva Alves
Muniz from Brazil.
Muniz Tiago reports the purpose of this edition
“This special issue published by the Brazilian Journal Cadernos do LEPAARQ aims to
engage professionals and society for sustainability and heritage futures. The
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publications dialogues with activities that reflect on museums, sensitive (difficult)
heritage, heritage education, the Time Travel method, tourism and contemporary
archaeology. The objective is to present how museums and international activities
deal with applied heritage in different contexts and how their proposals for
pedagogical / museological actions can be oriented towards the future. There are
several other articles by researchers from Sweden, South Africa, Argentina, and Brazil
in this special issue, written in English, Spanish and Portuguese.”
Articles published in the above journal are:
 Cornelius Holtorf (Sweden) and Tiago Muniz (Brazil). Topic” Cultural heritage building
up future thinking”. p. 337-344
 Lesego Mlambo (South Africa) “The impact of museum education post covid-19. an
integration of 4th IR and Time Travel methods as teaching tools”. p.126-145
 -Adam Norman (Sweden). Heritage and Time Travels as a method for creating
futures. . p.112-125
 Ebbe Westergren (Honorary President Bridging ages, Sweden) “ Building bridges. The
Time Travel method for learning and community building”. p.91-111
 Gustav Wollentz.( Sweden) The cultural heritage as a resource in conflict resolution possibilities and challenges. p.74-90
Publications: Pioneers of Time Travel


Sweden: Ebbe Westergren describe the first two pioneers Time Travellers in Sweden
35 years ago. Harald Stenhag, former principal, Kalmar, Sweden and Eva Arvidsson,
former teacher at Trekanten School, outside Kalmar, worked jointly with Ebbe
Westergren and Torbjörn Sjögren from Kalmar lans museum Both have given an
account of their experience.



Finland: Thomas Nordström has been the principal for the Free Christian Folk High
school, FKF, in Vaasa, Finland for more than twenty years. As a fairly new principal he
experienced a Time Travel event to the Middle Ages, at Kronobäck medieval monastery,
Kalmar county, Sweden. He was so excited that immediately after the event he asked: Is
it possible to bring the Time Travel program to Finland and to Vaasa? The following year,
in September 1999, after long preparations, the very first Time Travel events in Finland
were organized by Kalmar county museum and FKF for the students of the school, at
Korsholm’s castle 1395. This was the start of regular Time Travel programs every year
for and, a few years later, by students at the Folk High School. And Thomas Nordström
is still the principal and the driving force.

For further reading, please visit Bridging Ages website
Time Travel Educational Handbook – Port Shepstone Twinning Association, South
Africa. The long-awaited publication is now completed and will be launched locally in Port
Shepstone and at the international conference.
Seminars and Presentations:

1. The Department of Archaeology and History of Arts at Koç University, Turkey offers
the upper undergraduate and graduate seminar Public Archaeology once every two
years. This is the only university in Turkey where the subject of public archaeology is
treated academically. The Time Travel method was shared online with the class by Ebbe
Westergren and Hakan Adanır.
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2. In March 2021, Kalmar County Museum hosted a web seminar for the partners in
CROSSROADS to share new perspectives and broaden the understanding of how Time
Travels are used, facilitated by Gabriella Johansson, Project Leader for Crossroads in
History.
Annina Ylikoski and Victoria Nylund from the Regional Council of Ostrobothnia,
Finland each presented a case study. Dr. Mildred Ayere , Kenya, presented a Time
Travel to the post-election violence of 2007 . Scott Green Bridging Ages International
Board secretary gave an extensive overview of how Time Travels have been used to gain
a better understanding of immigration and racism in the U.S and Canada throughout
history and in present time.

3. In April 2021 Kalmar County Museum, with presenters from Bridging Ages

International, hosted a seminar at the Swedish Forum for Human Rights. This
conference is the biggest meeting the Swedish human rights-sector holds each year with
about 5000 visitors. The proposed seminar had the title “This place has meaning:
Heritage as a method for changing communities”. This was facilitated by Adam
Norman- Kalmar County Museum




Tina Lindstrom focussed her presentation based on a Time Travel 1945, arrival
of Jewish refugees after the second world war
Gulshera Khan from South Africa a case of forced removals that took place in
Gamalakhe Township in 1968
Dr Mildred Ayere from Kenya focussed on the topic of Gender-Based violence

The final Crossroads online conference took place in September 2021.
Ebbe Westergren, Gulshera Khan, and Milena Milošević Micić presented the origins of
the Time Travel Method and how it is used for community building in South Africa and
Serbia. Partners from CROSSROADS presented their Time Travel Events, organised
within the project, spanning from 1560 to 1985.

4. Education for Sustainable Development, Sustainable Lifestyles and Dilemmas,
seminars: The target group were educators in the Baltic Region. Presentations on
international collaborations between Sweden and South Africa were made in August and
October. Presenters - Philani Gcaba from Port Shepstone Twinning Association and
Christina Larsson from Slottsskolan, Oland, Kalmar highlighted the impact of Time
Travel in their respective countries. This was another avenue to promote Briging Ages.

Topics in our partnership are:
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Xenophobia , Diversity, Sustainable development, Time Travel and Heritage.

Other Matters
Bridging Ages Core values were adopted in February 2021. It is in essence the beliefs,
philosophies, principles and our identity. Please refer to Bridging Ages website for more
information. www.bridgingages.com
Meetings: In the past year, 11 board meetings were held. Kalmar lans museum, Sweden remains
the anchor museum and supports the administrative work of the organisation. Operational
team meetings are held with representatives of KLM ensuring coordination and a practical
operation. To this end, 12 meetings were held.
Action Plan 2022: This is a separate item on the agenda and inputs from the members will
guide the work of the board in the coming year

Before I end, I must thank Vice President- Tina Lindstrom for her support, commitment and
passion in believing in the work of Bridging Ages objectives. Together, with Honorary PresidentEbbe Westergren, admin secretary Gabriella Johansson, and our proficient editor- Scott Green
and the entire board for input and perseverance. It was sheer pleasure to work with a fantastic
team. Finally, thanking the members for their support and engagement.
I am because We are!
Gulshera Khan
President Bridging Ages
Message from the Vice President
Now it´s time for me to say Goodbye and Thank you
for all the good work, all knowledge, experiences
and challenges we have shared together on the
Bridging Ages board. It has been fun!I will miss you.
A special thank you to Gulshera, a great leader and
president and thanks for all the support from Ebbe
and Gabriella. Good luck for the future!
Long live Bridging Ages!
Best regards
Tina
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REPORTS FROM THE COUNTRIES
ESTONIA

TallinTV tower, Estonia
image: wikipedia

The people conducting Time Travels in
Estonia are volunteers, primarily teachers
and museum employees, led by the Estonian
History and Civics Teachers Association and
the Estonian National Museum (ENM).In
2020/21 we also conducted Time Travels at
Tallinn University. We have a Facebook
group called „Ajarännak“ (Time Travel)
where we share information about trainings
and Time Travels.

All materials about National Time Travels in
Estonia are found on the ENM website:
https://www.erm.ee/et/content/ajarannakud

Since 2021 all materials about National Time
Travels in Estonia- the scenarios and the
methods used- are available on e-koolikott
(e-schoolbag, Estonian digital learning
material website).

The following is a list of our national activities.
Throughout 2021, 5200 people participated in Time Travels, training and meetings:


In September, the fourth national
Time Travel event took place where
5013 Time Travellers,21 schools, 4
museums and 4 civic associations
from Estonia participated.



The fourth national Time Travel took
people to the year 1991, when
Estonia regained its independence.
The event showed how tense
everything was right after our
country's
independence
was
restored on 20.08.1991, when it felt
like the Soviet Union could start a
war at any moment. Fortunately,
everything went peacefully.
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Time Travel 1991- demonstration
posters

Audentes School and Audentes
Sports Gymnasium conducted their
Time Travel event together with the
Estonian National Museum and with
Tallinn City Museum.

Trainings related to the 1991 Time Travel event:
1. In co-operation with the ENM and
Tallinn University, a play through of a
test scenario was conducted at the
Tallinn TV tower; the protection of the
tower being crucial back in 1991. Due to
the fact that at the time (02.03.2021)
schools and museum were closed
because of the corona virus, the play
through was streamed online, after
which a discussion and feedback was
done through Zoom. Around 30 people
participated.

2. 04.05 a training session for the 1991
Time Travel took place using Teams,
preparing people for the national
Time Travel event. Around 30 people
participated
3.

Recognition:
1) Our national Time Travel event was
part of the program for the
celebration of the 30th anniversary
of the re- independence of Estonia.
At the end of the year the Prime

11.05.2021, I held a Teams meeting
with teachers from the county of
Põlva, answering questions about
our Time Travel method. Around 10
people participated

Minister of Estonia had thanked our
efforts.
2) The Time Travel to 1991 also won
the Act of the Year award from the
Estonian History and Civics Teachers
Association in 2021

Other activities:
1) In 2021 ENM and Audentes school
began working toghether with our
Finnish and Swedish colleagues on
the
Erasmus+
project,“Digital
solutions for applied heritage exploring transnational learning
opportunities“, the purpose of which
is to develop different digital
solutions for Time Travel and
publish a methodical guide for
teachers.

Estonia National Museum based in Tartu

4) 24.08.2021 Kaari Siemer (from
ENM)
introduced
the
Erasmus+project and the idea of
digital Time Travel 1991 to Estonian
museum educators at the museum
educators summer school (60
people).

2) In connection with this project, Pille
Rohtla, Kaari Siemer and Saale
Randaru spent some time in June
2021 at the museums of Tukums,
Latvia, where Agrita Ozola showed
us different potential digital
solutions.

5) In the second half of 2021 we started
planning for the anniversary of our
national Time Travel events,
culminating with the conference at
ERM on 22.09.2022.

3) 11.08.2021 I introduced the idea of
digital Time Travel at the Estonian
teachers summer school, we also had
a discussion about how to celebrate
the national Time Travel anniversary
coming up in 2022. Around 60
people took part in this.

6) We have also started planning an
international Time Travel event.
Pille Rohtla
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Sweden- Kalmar County Museum
International work is a well-established part
of the county museum's work. Everything we
do
contributes to achieving the county
museum's business idea: To broaden the
perspectives on the present and enrich the
living environment. The experiences and
.

knowledge
from
the
international
collaborations are transferred to developing
our own operations in the county, nationally,
and to strengthening Bridging Ages
International

In 2021, Kalmar County Museum’s work has
focused on taking advantage of the digital
opportunities that the pandemic of recent
years has forced upon us. During spring,
every Time Travel (TT) was canceled, and
the pupils were offered digital replacement.
During the autumn, we were able to
implement the TTs as planned and made 35
Time Travels in the Kalmar region.

of this, KLM / BA arranged the seminar "This
place has meaning: “Heritage as a method for
changing communities" where examples of
how cultural heritage has been used.
Persons from Sweden, Kenya and South
Africa presented. The webinar is available on
Kalmar County Museum's YouTube channel.
During the year, KLM was the administrative
secretary for the BA board. Bridging Age's
annual meeting was arranged digitally 17/3
and hosted by Kalmar County Museum with
38 participants from 14 different countries.
The increased digital competence and access
to digital tools facilitated the participation of
members and, by extension, the democratic
process.

Kalmar County Museum (KLM) had the
opportunity to arrange a seminar at the
Swedish Human Rights Days together with
representatives from Bridging Ages
International. The MR days were arranged
completely digitally in April 2021 and as part
1. Crossroads in History
For the “Crossroads in History” project, a
network of museums from Germany, Poland,
Lithuania, and Sweden collaborated. The
project will create a museum network in the
southern Baltic Sea region that together,
investigates
the
socio-economic
phenomenon of migration. Within the
project the Time Travel Methodology is used
as a method to, through a cultural-historical

perspective,
better
understand
the
challenges in the region today. Concrete
goals are used to create Time Travels in four
countries and to create an internet-based
manual, all with the aim of creating better
social cohesion in the southern Baltic Sea
region.
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Also in 2021, the project has been greatly
affected by Covid-19 and, among other
things, physical meetings have not been
possible to the degree that was planned. To
a certain extent, this has been compensated
for during the year with digital meetings, as
well as smaller meetings that have been
possible when the situation has allowed.
Despite this, all partners have been able to
achieve their goals and carry out TTs with
their intended target groups. In March 2021,
a webinar was arranged within the
framework of CROSSROADS.

this conference, all participants had the
opportunity to present their results to each
other and to external guests. The project ran
between 2019–21 and was funded by the EU:

The purpose was partly to connect project
partners
within
CROSSROADS
with
organizations that have worked with the
Time Travel Methodology for a long time,
and also to give examples of how the Time
Travel Methodology has been used globally
to connect with the theme of migration

Interreg South Baltic. Kalmar
Museum is the project owner.

A hybrid Final Conference was arranged in
September 2021, partly physically in
Wismar, partly digitally via Zoom. During

County

A Time Travel to 1560
Hanseatic Museum of Wismar-Historic
Museum of Wismar, Germany

2.Creating Awareness for pastoralist girls
In 2021, Kalmar County Museum conducted
a pilot study together with the organization
Pioneer
for
women
and
youth
transformation (PIWOYOT) in Tanzania. The
pilot study explored how traditional dance
and song can be integrated into the time
travel method as a way to strengthen girls'
.

rights. Within the framework of the pilot
study, a webinar was also arranged where
various aspects of song, dance and time
travel were presented. The webinar featured
approximately forty participants from eight
different countries and is published on the
museum's YouTube channel

3. DISAH
In the autumn of 2021, the project Digital
Solutions for Applied Hertige, DISAH, was
started. The project is funded by ERASMUS +
and the Nordic Center for Cultural Heritage
Pedagogy in Östersund is the project owner
and project manager. Other project partners
are Kalmar County Museum (SE), Jamtli (SE),
BARK (FI), Estonian National Museum (EE)
and Audentes School (EE).
The purpose of the project is to develop
various digital tools and educational

programs where TT and role play are in
focus. Kalmar County Museum's Time Travel
development efforts are based on creating
tools to engage and involve teachers and
students before and after a physical time
travel. Other project partners will develop
fully digital time travel or hybrid programs
where physical and digital methods are
mixed. The project runs until May 2023.

Gabriella Johansson

Tanzania
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was during this time that the pupils and
teachers learned the value of culture and
how it can be used to change the community.
The pupils managed to use Time Travel to
address “bad” cultures including Female
Genital Mutilation (FGM). The projects
enabled communities and office staff to
know the value of culture something they did
not know before. The government officials
leaned on how Time Travel methods can be
used in primary school teaching.

In Tanzania Time Travel programme was
implemented in 2021. The organization
Kalmar County Museum (KCM) in
collaboration with The Pioneer for Women
and Youth Transformation abbreviated by
PIWOYOT implemented a project called
Creating community awareness on
pastoralist girls which used the Time
Travel Method to address contemporary
issues.

The pupils enjoyed the use of the Time
Travel method in schools something which
has influenced school performance. The
number of pupils’ drops out has decreased
due to the formation of health clubs that use
Time Travel in talking about FGM which is
not an easy topic for discussion but the Time
Travel event enabled to have open
discussions.

The project was funded by Swedish Institute
(SI). The organization in Tanzania
(PIWOYOT) trained on TTM for pupils to
learn how the Time Travel method can be
used to change community attitudes and
build units and cohesion in the community.It

New Mexico, U.S.A., Alaska, U.S.A., and the Yukon Territory, Canada

Left: Dawson City, Yukon. image wikipedia
Donna and Mike Larsen on a Yukon Tourism
endeavor which features living history and
Time Travel elements. The project is focused
on creating video publicity to bring visitors
back to the Yukon after the COVID tourism
downturn.

Scott Green continued to serve as a Bridging
Ages board member and secretary, helping
to guide and build the NPO. He organized
meetings to discuss building and expanding
the Time Travel network in the United
States. Pursuant to that goal, Scott applied
for and was subsequently invited to deliver a
one day Time Travel workshop at the 2022
Association for Living History, Farm and
Agricultural Museums’ conference in
Spokane, Washington.

As part of this project, Scott plans to conduct
Time Travel workshops in Alaska and the
Yukon throughout 2022. Friends of the
Klondike Corridor is also working on saving
a historic house in Skagway, Alaska which
could become a staging location for future
Time Travels.
Scott and colleague Donna Larsen began
work to set up the 2023 conference in
Alaska/ Yukon with preliminary discussions
and strategizing.

Under the purview of Friends of the Klondike
Corridor, Scott is currently working with
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Latvia
Museum
Education

2021 was a year when many changes occurred
in society and also in museums because of the
pandemic situation.

Latvian museums and cultural institutions
were locked down for a half of the year with
on- site activities limited during another half
of the year. This time was very hard because
museums and museum education is not live
without people.

Taking into account epidemic restrictions,
Latvian museums used a variety of methods:
did online programs, organized small size
events, including Time Travels, and also
used hybrid forms.

got strong financial support from
the National Parliament. Each
Latvian student during next three
years will have free access to
educational culture products,
including programs created by
more than 150 museums. The
national program “Latvian School
Bag” is providing a very important
educational resource. An online
platform created by the Latvian
Museum Association is already
working as an effective tool to connect the
museums and schools for development of
cultural experiences and to boost the
creativity ofthe students. This platform also
helps each of the museums define its new
role.

At the end of the year museums and other
culture institutions which offer educational
activities were included in a national
program titled “Latvian School Bag” which
Tukums Museum is representing Bridging
Ages International in Latvia. It is actively

providing 16 different educational activities
included in the national program “Latvian
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School Bag.” Like other museums, Tukums
Museum has developed some online
activities for students, mainly in arts.

Several face to face and online seminars take
place each year. Traditional Summer
Seminar 2021 was organized by Tukums
Museum in cooperation with The
Promotional Society of Museology in the
Baltics and colleagues in Alūksne Town
situated near the Latvian/Russian boarder.

During early autumn, when outdoor
activities were allowed in smaller groups,
Tukums Museum offered on site activities,
including several Time Travels. The most
popular was the “Time Travel to 1919.”
Some school groups participated in the Time
Travel “Let’s experience 1905.”Taking into
account that the interests of schools and
society are changing because of the
pandemic, Tukums Museum wants to
develop new themes for Durbe Castle where
the renovation of a Servants' house is going
on. A courtyard of the Servants’ house is
changing very much right now because of
archaeological excavations and building
works. A baking oven was reconstructed
already. The location will be a good place for
activities related to historical themes and
contemporary issues, such as changes in
society over time.

The Summer Seminar took place on August
23-24 and it was devoted to the Discourse of
Childhood in Latvian Museums. Participants
of the seminar experienced also Time Travel
to Soviet period in the middle of the 20th
century organized by Alūksne Museum at
one of the local schools. The Time Travel
evoked active discussions about the Soviet
system of repressions and conveyed a time
when thousands of families, even small
children, were deported from their homes to
Siberia. Nobody thought that something like
the Second World War or Soviet type
repressions could happen again.

A traditional training course was held in
September for history teachers in the
Tukums District which has become bigger
after the administrative territorial reform in
the summer of 2021. This year museum staff
introduced the teachers to different online
resources provided by the museum and also
presented authentic objects at the museum.
Discussion still is ongoing on how to
organise a virtual Time Travel.

Time Travel to the Soviet period
organised for Latvian museum educators
last summer was an emotionally touching
educational method. Today, with Russia
starting the war with Ukraine, we all see
how fragile democracy is and our personal
and professional duty is to stand up for it.

Agnese Čamane and Agrita Ozola

Latvian museum educators have their nonformal initiative group NEDARBNICA which
was started by Tukums Museum in 2017.
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Finland

Escape Room – digital Time Travel
2021 continued as an unusual year on the
Time Travel front in Finland. The covid-19
restrictions prohibited us from doing
physical Time Travels most of the year. But
therefore the creativity found new ways of
engaging with the past through digital and
hybrid-formats.

presented at several webinars during the
year, both international as well as national.
At the end of the year, our second digital
Time Travel in escape room-format was
ready. “The mystery of the lost tar” was
planned for grades 5-6 and took us back to
1782. Also this was distributed to all schools
in Ostrobothnia.

The Ostrobothnian Children’s Culture
Network BARK launched our first digital
Time Travel in escape room-format was
launched in February 2021. “Arvid’s secret
journey” had emigration as a theme and we
travelled to 1903. This Time Travel was
planned for grade 7 and there is a version in
both Swedish and Finnish. This was sent to
all schools in Ostrobothnia and chosen to the
national Children’s Culture Week – program
in May 2021, why it was spread to all parts
of Finland. “Arvid’s secret journey” was

As a partner of the Erasmus+-project “Digital
Solutions for Applied Heritage” we also
discussed and planned coming new forms of
engaging through heritage and Time Travels.
This projects is lead by the Nordic Center of
Heritage Education and Creativity in
Östersund Sweden, with Jamtli, Kalmar
County Museum, The Estonian National
Museum and BARK as partners.

Annina Ylikoski
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South Africa
Introductory Background
The Time travel method was introduced to
South Africa in 2006 by Kalmar County
Museum. Over the eleven years of mentoring
organisations, over 50 organisations
throughout the country have been engaged
in implementing the Time Travel method. A
footprint in all nine provinces.

In 2019 The National Department of Arts
and Culture proposed a Residency
Programme for Ebbe Westergren providing
joint planning with Bridging Ages South
Africa. To South Africa’s advantage, Ebbe had
just retired and was available to participate.
The objective was to strengthen institutional
and programmatic capacity in five provinces.
More than 100 institution members across
five provinces were trained. In addition,
there were seminars held at two universities
and much more.

In 2008 and 2018, South Africa hosted the
Bridging Ages International Conferences. In
2014, the National Department of Arts and
Culture (International Desk) accepted the
merits of this programme and a three-year
agreement to fund the programme ensued.
This enhances Time Travel implementation
through formal governmental institutions. A
highlight has been the hosting of an Expert
Seminar in 2017with seven countries
represented.

Covid 19 pandemic had thereafter halted
programmes in South Africa. Despite this,
there have been a few programmes managed
during the year 2021.

Time Travel programmes

The Old Prison, Pietermaritzburg is an
official heritage site and within its’ walls is
both a National Monument and a museum
documenting some of South Africa's diverse
history. Time Travel events are one of the
programs held at this site. Time Travel
back to 1959 was hosted by the KwaZuluNatal Department of Arts and Culture in
partnership with the Old Prison Museum.
The focus was to commemorate 16 Days of
Activism against violence directed towards
women and children.
Another Time Travel event, coordinated by
Radikobo Nsimande focused on genderbased violence, misogynistic tendencies and
femicide. Theme: Beyond Awareness

Towards Accountability. The event was
one of the many programmes provided. The
scenario was that the community of
Mnambithi in Ladysmith met in 1995 to
draw laws to be added to the new
constitution to replace the 1993 Constitution
of the Government of National Unity. The
women who were in the majority made
strong contributions in heated debates on
how women should be protected by the
Constitution of the Republic.
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Publications
Port Shepstone Twinning Association has
finally completed the Time Travel
Educational Handbook. Authors: Dr B
Gounden, Ebbe Westergren and Gulshera
Khan.There will be a launch both in South
Africa and at the conference in Turkiye.
Kalmar lans museum has paid for the
printing of the book.

are linked directly to the curriculum in the
different grades, subjects & phases in the
primary and secondary schools.

This handbook comprises four chapters.
Chapter 1 deals with the history and
background information on the origin and
spread of Time Travel as a powerful method
to many countries.
Chapter 2 deals with the multifaceted
nature of learning and how it underpins the
Time Travel Methodology; definition of the
Time Travel method, its benefits and how
the Time Travel method complements
current ways of teaching and learning in
South Africa.
Chapter 3 outlines the entire Time Travel
process in terms of its planning,
implementation, reflection and evaluation.
Chapter 4 provides exemplars of how to
plan lessons with different scenarios, which
3. Understand and apply reflective
knowledge as a method of creating
and sustaining new knowledge
4. within the learning culture.
5. Conduct a successful Time Travel
programme in line with the general
aims of the curriculum.
6. Develop high levels of expectations
from our learners.
7. Demonstrate a commitment, need to
enable and support learners to reach
their full potential.
8. Develop life-long learners

By the end of the chapters one should be
able to:
1. Provide an understanding of the
different ways of learning.
2. Demonstrate the power of the Time
Travel method as a relational;
experiential;
reflective,
and
transformative learning process all
of which are based on past and
current experiences of the learner in
relation to the future.
Condolences
Many active members of Time Travel
programmes have lost their lives during the
pandemic. These are some of the known
persons.: Dinah Madiehe, Joe Venter, Thulas

Ndovela, Daniel Malishe, and Roy Ragoobar.
Our condolences to the bereaved families of
these members.
Gulshera Khan
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Türkiye
achievements for schools. Yasemin Adanır
prepares her master's thesis on Science
Education and Time Travel and we learn
new things. The most exciting part for us is
the new experiences we have gained in the
field of education.

In 2021, Bridging Ages Turkey signed a

protocol with Bahcehehir University.
This year we discovered Time Travel's
strength in education. We also provided a
transition from tourism to education. We
develop scenarios suitable for course
Projects and programs
Time Travels
Conference (Not BAI)

Number of:
3
1

Total Participants:
300
500

We opened Time Travel Course in Erasmus
Programme. Trainings held , attendance 500

and Hakan ADANIR managed to Time Travel
Workshop.

We have implemented Time Travel to
Future, Bulancak 2100 in TUBITAK which is
the very important in Giresun. Cem Mutlu
TÜRKSEVEN was the coordinator of project

We are busy planning the Bridging
Ages Conference, which was
postponed for year 2020 and 2021.
We are positive, it will take place in
2022

We prepare a workshop for Bodrum, Muğla.
We have organized a big yatch rally between
Greek and Georglia with 30 yatches. We held
a big conference in Giresun Island about how
can we protect nature.

Cem Mutlu Türkseven
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Uganda
Time Travel Process
Places and Stories
“Look around your surroundings and you
will definitely be able to discover some
stories about the places or find them
written down somewhere or even at its
best someone will just tell you from their
head” what they know or have heard about
these places. This story telling goes on every
day in our lives as people go on with life
without even realizing.
Entebbe Municipal council decided to try
the Time Travel concept as a deliberate way
of teaching history to people of varying age
groups. It came right in time for the 50 years
anniversary of Independence

I

The Time Travel Process in Entebbe
Every Place on Earth has a Story.

the research findings so as to come up with
one good story about the location. The Time
Travel group discuss and agree with a
common story that becomes the basis of the
Time Travel event. It is very important to
note that in a Time Travel event we are not
trying to recreate the past, but simply
portraying what happened back then and
most important, how can we relate it to the
current times. Similarly, we study the
current landscape and features surrounding
the historical site ‘try to look back and
imagine what the landscape was like then.

1. Identifying suitable historic sites
Entebbe has several interesting historic
sites. and environments, the Freedom Tree
or ‘Muti Gwe Ddembe’ was a first choice being
right in the centre of the Municipality and is
well protected and some information is
readily available about it. Other sites with
almost equal importance are the “Ntebe Za’
Mugula” and the Kigungu Catholic Church
Memorial, among others.
2. Research and Information gathering
on the selected historical sites

4. Training, selection of learners and
other participants

Facts on the site are established through
various methods that include the available
literature and documents in the Uganda
Archives, community knowledge, firsthand
information from witnesses or care takers.
Several interviews were made for the
Freedom Tree Time Travel

Teachers are selected ahead of the learners
and are given an insight of the time travel.
It’s not a play or drama, but that it is a fairly
different concept. They are given skills on
how to stage a Time Travel. This gives the
teacher firm ground to now select learners
for the activity.

3. Setting the Scene and integrating the
current landscape
In order to have a consistent and educative
Time Travel activity you need to consolidate
17

5. Education in school

and write their characters for the Time
Travel event. Any subject can be involved.

The learners are prepared in school. They
study the time period, learn about the event
6. The Time Travel event

discuss the key questions and do the
activities related to the story. (No cell
phones are allowed or should be visible,
keep modern cars and other items hidden).

A scenario is written for the historical site. A
point in time is frozen, for instance the
Freedom Tree 1954, and you partake in
some of the activities related to that place at
that time, in this case a rally for
independence.

The experience is everlasting and the
reward is a long lasting knowledge.
7. Evaluation of the Time Travel and what
next After the Time Travel event there is an
interactive segment where all participants
sit together and reflect. You evaluated the
Time Travel, what went well? What can be
done differently or better next time? Also
you compare the story and the key questions
to today. In what way is it similar or
different? Do we have similar problems
today? How do we reply to the key questions
today?
And of course, finally, what are the lessons
learnt?

Teachers and learners alike play the
historical persons related to the story and
there is no audience. Historical costumes
play an important role. For a couple of hours
all participants play a person of the time,

Semakula Samson

Kenya
Bridging Ages Kenya
Bridging Ages Kenya (BAK) is the Kenya
chapter for Bridging Ages International (BA)
formed in 2011 and with membership in 5
main institutions (Kenyatta University,
National Museums of Kenya, Maseno

University, TIKAH, and selected primary and
secondary schools in Kisumu town) across
six counties in Kenya. As composed
currently, BAK is a network bringing
together different Bridging Ages Teams.

The key highlights in the BAK calendar include:
1. Maseno University chapter and all other
chapters have not held meetings with
students or other members because of
the COVID 19 protocols but hopes to hold
meetings with student who are offcampus later through zoom to jumpstart
discussions on activities that need to be
given priority when students and the

whole country opens for face to face
activities in September 2021.
2. The year has been a mixture of success
and some difficult periods for Northern
Kenya Team. They successfully carried
out the following activities:
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- They built a classroom at Two Sister's
School Civicon community.The school has
135 children attending school and Two
Sister's church Sweden has been supportive
in this project. KDE, World Vision and
Constituency Development Fund of Laisamis
are also in support too.

3. Kenya is facing an election and with the
war in Ukraine and Russia, the cost of
living has risen so high that most
communities are in distress. The
Bridging Ages team has toyed with ideas
of online Time Travel but lack of skill has
not made this possible.

- The other success is that Together with
Linnaeus University and other partners the
team was able to Identify Rock Art paints in
Northern Kenya among the Samburu and
Rendille communities.

- Life has been tough in the North due hard
hitting drought, community conflicts over
resources, lack of food, poor health and
shortage of water.

4. Complete the registration of BAK as an
NGO to cover all chapter organizations

With the opening of the virtual space, BAK feels the vast distance across membership
organisations has closed up and made members more accessible to each other through zoom and
whatsApp.
Mildred Ayere
Kenya Chapter President

Editorial team: Scott Green, Ebbe Westergren and Gulshera Khan
Layout: Gulshera Khan

19

