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1. Strategic perspective
Intergenerational dialogue in the
Freedom Charter Time Travel
We meet at this juncture as South Africans
from all walks of life, both young and old,
who are celebrating the 60th Anniversary
of the Freedom Charter. The Freedom
Charter represents the aspirations of the
people of this land to build a non-racial,
non-sexist, prosperous and democratic
South Africa.
Bridging Ages South Africa will showcase
the enactment of the adoption of
the Freedom Charter in 1955, when
thousands of people, both men and
women of all races, of different cultures
and religions, gathered in Kliptown on
25 June. They were from various parts of
the country and brought the wishes and
aspirations of people from those parts
to formulate the Freedom Charter. After
intensive discussions the Charter was
adopted on 26 June 1955.
In 1953, five years after the Nationalist
Party came into power and started
implementing their Nazi philosophy of
apartheid, Hendrik Verwoerd introduced
the Bantu Education Act.
He stated, “There is no place for the Bantu
in the European community above the
level of certain forms of labour ... What
is the use of teaching the Bantu child
mathematics when it cannot use it in
practice? That is quite absurd. Education
must train people in accordance with
their opportunities in life, according to
the sphere in which they live.”

The majority of the people in South Africa
were very angry about this and other Acts
of the apartheid government; therefore,
one should see the great support of the
people in drawing up and adopting the
Freedom Charter against this backdrop.
The enactment of an iconic historic period
is important because the vast majority of
our people were deeply humiliated, and
not treated with respect and dignity.
However, some whites, who formed the
Congress of the People, joined hands
with the vast majority and contributed
to the struggle for a non-racial, nonsexist democracy. Sweden was one of
the countries that assisted us during the
many years of struggle and even today
it continues to strengthen diplomatic
relations between South Africa and
Sweden.
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Continuing to foster cultural relations
between South Africa and Sweden is an
important pillar in the consolidation of
the democratic gains that were made
during the struggle years and upheld in
the past 21 years of forging ahead with
common developmental issues. The
Kingdom of Sweden played an important
role in the fight against apartheid.
International solidarity and support is
the key pillar of our Liberation Heritage
Route. It is, therefore, important to keep
these solidarity ties alive to face current
challenges and to make use of current
opportunities provided by a democratic
government.
The importance of heritage, in Time
Travel, lies in history – connecting the
past with the present at local, national
and international levels. It is also about
connecting people with important events
in their communities.
Every community in South Africa has a
story to tell, i.e. how they were affected
by apartheid and how they fought
against it, but it is also the story of how
diverse people in terms of race, culture
and religion came together to fight the
apartheid scourge. These are important
stories to tell as they transcend time and
space.
Allow me to commend Mr Ebbe
Westergen of the Kalmar County Museum
and Bridging Ages for introducing this
wonderful idea and concept of Time
Travel as it relates to social cohesion
and nation building in South Africa. In
2009, President Zuma encouraged South
Africans to engage in a national dialogue
on unity and social cohesion.
We are gathered here to promote that
which brings us together as a people and
as a nation.
4

The concept of social cohesion and nation
building is rooted in the experiences and
history of South Africa; where we come
from as a country, where we are going as
a nation and the kind of society we need
in the future.
Social cohesion as a core mandate of our
Department speaks to the role of the
Department of Arts and Culture (DAC)
in driving the directive by government
to reduce and eliminate the disparities,
inequalities, exclusions and conflicts
which exist as a result of ethnicity, gender,
nationality, class, disability and other
forms of discrimination.
I would like our community libraries to
play an active role in the Time Travel
process with Bridging Ages, because these
facilities provide resources for people to
research periods in our history to enact.
The oral history programme could also be
run at community libraries in an outreach
to communities unearthing their untold
histories.
The programme of Oral History can also
be run at these community libraries in
an outreach to communities unearthing
their untold histories.
I would also like our Art in Schools
programme to work closely with Bridging
Ages so that history could come alive for
the learners and enable them to study
the history of our country.
The Time Travel concept will help us in
the promotion of social cohesion and
nation building. It brings our museums,
schools, the youth and the aged together
to reshape our history. It confronts the
challenges of today brought about by
apartheid and engages audiences in the
kind of future they want.
The involvement of the youth and
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A dancing crowd in the Time Travel event in Kliptown

schools in these workshops are extremely
important to ensure a tolerant and a
caring society. It helps the youth to
design the future and society they desire
but it speaks their language in a more
interactive and fun way while allowing
them to learn about history and its role
in our lives, for example our liberation
struggle, the Constitution, national
symbols, places and names of importance
in our history and heritage, and it also
encourages the youth to play active roles
in their heritage.
The involvement of museums in this
programme, as centres of learning,
indicates that they are not only the
custodians of relics of the past, but
also very much a part of our future and
national dialogue.
The intergenerational dialogue nature of
the Time Travel workshop is important
because it allows the youth to hear

the stories and history from the older
generation.
In this way the younger generation learns
to understand the role played by the
older generation and what the future
holds, while they also participate in that
dialogue.
I encourage participants to continue this
great work and to involve as many schools
and youths as possible. We can also grow
our cultural footprint and strengthen
cultural relations and diplomacy by
working through our various institutions.

Ms Rejoice Mabudafhasi
Department of Arts and Culture
Deputy Minister of Arts and Culture
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2. Swedish solidarity, an
expression of human values
It is important that we all foster the
memory of the adoption of the Freedom
Charter here in Kliptown, 60 years ago.
The Charter, adopted by 3 000 delegates,
represents a step of utmost importance
in the struggle against apartheid – to
this day its values and principles are a
milestone in the struggle for humanism
and solidarity.
Swedish commitment to and solidarity
with the struggle was based on these
values. In the fifties, people in Sweden
already reacted to the absurd policies and
inequalities that existed in South Africa.
In the sixties, the commitment grew to
a broad, popular movement and at the
beginning of the seventies, the Swedish
government, led by Prime Minister
Olof Palme, was at the forefront of the
engagement to support the South African
people. In addition to its general and
political commitment, Sweden also gave
substantial financial support to political
movements, trade unions and civil society
organizations that fought apartheid. The
extent of that support made Sweden by
far the largest and the earliest Western
contributor.
Today, it is important to remember how
the Swedish people and government,
through these acts of solidarity, helped
achieve democratic development in
South Africa and the eventual fall of
the apartheid system. We expressed
solidarity with the values and principles
of human equality. People who are still
fighting today for such values in countries
across the world should be shown the
same solidarity that we once showed the
6

anti-apartheid activists in South Africa.
Today we remember and pay tribute
to all South Africans who made great
sacrifices in the struggle. The Freedom
Charter became an important guide
for the movement in South Africa and
Sweden. We also celebrate the success of
the fall of the apartheid system and the
introduction of democracy in 1994.
It is important that we all do our utmost
to further develop the democracy that
was achieved through the solidarity
movement and that we also let solidarity
guide our global commitments to
humanism and equality.

Anders Hagelberg
Ambassador
Embassy of Sweden in South Africa

Use the Past Create the Future Public Time Travel event on the Freedom Charter 1955-2015

3. Bridging Ages South Africa

engage with the present and contribute
to building a positive future.

The first national Time Travel event in
South Africa that focused on a historic
event – the adoption of the Freedom
Charter, took place as a result of a positive
developmental trajectory to which
numerous role-players contributed. In
order to mark 60 years after the adoption
of the Freedom Charter, it was important
for South Africans to reflect on and look
back at how much change had taken
place since that cold wintry day in June
1955. However, the aim was not only to
look back, it was to use the past to create
a future steeped in the values of a socially
cohesive South Africa. You are hereby
invited to read this booklet and together
share the experience of using the past to

The introduction of the Time Travel
Method in South Africa heralded a new
and exciting era in the way South Africans
interacted with their historic landscape.
The method introduced a way of engaging
with South Africa’s heritage in a new and
more participatory way. South Africa had
emerged from a past in which heritage
was used to foster and perpetuate
division and inequality. Heritage had
been used to promote domination of one
group of people over another – a situation
that was coupled with apathy and lack of
interest in large sections of heritage.
The era of democracy opened new
challenges in the heritage sector. South
Africans needed a new way of relating
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to themselves, their past and their
future. The dawn of democracy found
South Africa lacking in educational
methods with which to promote the
use of heritage in education. However,
as in all other countries, South Africa
was endowed with historical events
which, when revisited, could contribute
to building a new future. The future is
constructed in the present and it is that
opportunity that the Time Travel Method
affords South Africans. The Time Travel
Method promotes a way of engaging with
the present using events of the past. It
is used widely in several countries in the
world. In 2006, when the Time Travel
Method was introduced to South Africa
by the Kalmar County Museum from
Sweden, through the Western Cape, it
found fertile ground ready to adapt and
fashion it to the South African reality. This
led to countless Time Travel events in
South Africa, the introduction of the Time
Travel Method in more provinces and the
establishment of Bridging Ages South
Africa, a networking organization aimed
at promoting the Time Travel Method in
South Africa. Presently, the Time Travel
Method is practiced effectively in the
Western Cape, KwaZulu-Natal, Gauteng,
the North West and the Northern Cape,
but more provinces are interested in
adopting the methodology. Time Travel in
South Africa is part of a growing national
project that uses heritage to contribute to
community building and social cohesion.

International, the DAC supported training
workshops, procurement of resources
such as props, and even ensured that
international expertise was sourced from
countries such as Sweden and Finland to
facilitate the rollout of the Time Travel
Method in South Africa. The Swedish
embassy in South Africa, working with the
DAC, has also been ever-present in efforts
to support the growth and development
of the Time Travel process in South Africa.

In 2014, the DAC, through its International
Relations Unit, decided to partner with
Bridging Ages International and the
Kalmar County Museum to support the
development of the Time Travel Method
in South Africa. Working through the
South African wing of Bridging Ages

Jabulani Phelago

8

Latest developments indicate a bright
and rosy picture for Bridging Ages and
the Time Travel method in South Africa.
The identification of Freedom Park as
the national headquarters for Bridging
Ages South Africa is meant to utilise
its status as the national entity of the
Department of Arts and Culture. It will
ensure the continuation of support by
the Department of Arts and Culture. The
implementation of the Three Year Plan
aimed at consolidating the development
of the Time Travel method also indicates a
positive future for the Time Travel method
in South Africa. Central in the deliverables
of the Three Year Plan is ensuring that
all provinces are able to introduce,
develop and sustain the implementation
of the Time Travel method in South
Africa. It is very clear that developments
indicate progress towards South Africa
collaborating and becoming part of the
global applied heritage community.

Chairperson, Bridging Ages South Africa
Freedom Park
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4. Bridging Ages International
Bridging Ages is an international
organization focusing on the use of local
history and how we apply this knowledge
to the benefit of the community today.
Local sites and stories connect the past
with current issues of society through
applied heritage and Time Travel events.
The Time Travel Method started in the
Kalmar region, Sweden, in the early
1980s and the first Time Travel event
was organised by the Kalmar County
Museum in 1986. In 1999, the Time Travel
Method was introduced in Finland and
the USA and more countries followed.
In November 2004, the Bridging Ages
network was formed in Vimmerby,
Sweden, with people from eight countries.
Three years later the network became a
formal organization with its head office in
Kalmar, Sweden.
After 2007, Bridging Ages increased its
network by one to two new countries
every year. In 2016, the Bridging Ages
organization consisted of people from
different fields such as education, heritage
and community from almost 25 countries,
like Finland, Estonia, Latvia, Sweden,
Ireland, Lithuania, Serbia, Turkey, Italy,
USA, Uganda, Kenya and South Africa, on

four continents. Several of the countries
have national and regional Bridging Ages
chapters.
The Time Travel Method was introduced
in the Western Cape, South Africa, in
2006.
Bridging Ages supports and inspires
institutions such as museums, schools
and heritage organizations to use history
through the Time Travel Method to
discuss and reflect on current issues.
The organization encourages local
communities to use the Time Travel
Method to work together on issues
present in the society and Time Travel
Method to create a pedagogic platform to
come together and reflect on these issues
from different viewpoints. The Freedom
Charter Time Travel Event is a fantastic
example of this: an event where the
past and the present come together for
a discussion on how to make the society
inclusive for all.

Annina Ylikoski
President, Bridging Ages International
Regional Council of Ostrobothnia, Finland
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5. What is the Time Travel
method?
The Time Travel Method is an educational
method, using local heritage in a
learning process, to create reflection on
contemporary issues, and provide tools
for community building.
In the Time Travel Method, the past is
used to create the future. The focus is on
today’s issues and challenges, using local
sites and stories. Time Travel engages
people to use local heritage for learning,
social cohesion and community building.
The Freedom Charter is a good example
of this method. The 10 clauses in the
Freedom Charter are just as important
today as they were in 1955. In the
Public Time Travel Event in Kliptown, the
historical part from 1955 was celebrated
and dramatized but the focus was on
what the clauses meant for South Africa
today.
Five principles
The Bridging Ages organization has
agreed on the following five principles for
the Time Travel Method:
10

1. Focus on local sites and stories
2. Several partners in the process and in
the event
3. Key questions, important issues of
today connected to similar issues in
the past
4. Different perspectives on history,
with the main perspective being a
bottom-up approach to history
5. Reflective dialogue
The Time Travel process and the Time
Travel event
The Time Travel Method is both a process
of several components and an event
The Time Travel process is the meeting
and active engagement of groups
of people and organizations in the
community using local heritage as a
platform for learning and dialogue.
The process includes engaging people in
a group, deciding on a local site or topic,
gathering information, finding partners,
developing a scenario and key questions,
and preparing for the Time Travel event.
It is a good idea to partner with a couple
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of schools and find out what grade is
studying the chosen topic or time period.
The teachers need to be trained, so they
can prepare the learners as part of the
curriculum. The Time Travel process often
takes some time but it is essential for the
success and sustainability of the method.
The Time Travel event is a dramatization
or role-play of a historical event, to
create reflection on contemporary issues,
role-played at a local site within the
community.
A scenario, a fictional story based on facts,
is written for the event. The scenario is
always a certain year or a special event at
a site. The focus in all Time Travel events
is the key questions and important issues
of today that have also been important
in the past. In Time Travel events safe
spaces are created to discuss these issues
in smaller groups, while doing some
practical work at the same time. At the
end of the discussions, ideas from the
smaller groups are taken to the whole
group for a common plan and solution.
Examples of Time Travel events in South
Africa:
1. Gamalakhe township, Port Shepstone,
1968; a family is forcefully removed –
key questions on discrimination.
2. Bain’s Kloof Pass, 1853; convicts
making the last preparations for the
opening of the pass – key questions
on communication and liberation.
3. Port Shepstone harbour, 1905; the
introduction of hut tax and poll tax,
leading to the Bambatha rebellion
– key questions on violence or noviolence.
4. Cederberg, 1 800 years ago a hunter-

gatherer group meets a pastoralist
group – key questions on living
together with differences, and a
sustainable landscape. [Query: is the
time period indicated correct?]
5. Ikageng township, Potchefstroom,
1986; an illegal meeting in the AME
church – key questions on grievances
and actions.
Freedom Charter, Kliptown, Time Travel
Programme
A Time Travel group connected to
the Hector Pieterson Memorial and
Museum and the Kliptown Museum was
established in Kliptown in 2011. It was
decided to focus on the Freedom Charter.
A youth non-governmental organisation,
Kliptown Innovative Native Group of
Services (KINGS), started to support Time
Travel’s work.
The first Time Travel event in Kliptown
was organised in 2012 in WW Brown
Church. The scenario was about people
gathering in the church in May 1955,
collecting documents with freedom
demands from all over the country,
explaining the categories and clauses and
preparing for the Congress of the People.
The workshop and event was a success
and inspired the organiser to continue
with the Time Travel Method. In 2014–
2015 a training course in the Time Travel
Method was organized by Bridging Ages
International, Bridging Ages South Africa,
Kalmar County Museum and the DAC. Two
more training workshops and Time Travel
events were arranged in Kliptown and 10
people in the Kliptown group received
Time Travel certificates. Now the idea of
a national event on the 60th anniversary
of the Freedom Charter started to grow.
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The partners in the preparation and
implementation of the Public Freedom
Charter Event in Kliptown were the same
as in the training course, together with
the provincial Bridging Ages organizations
in the Western Cape, KwaZulu-Natal, the
North
West and Gauteng. As in 1955, local
groups now gathered in the provinces
and prepared for the big event. They
studied the Freedom Charter, researched
local involvement 60 years earlier and
started to interpret some of the clauses
in today’s South Africa. At the end of June
2015 all these groups came together in
Kliptown, including many people from
the Kliptown community and Gauteng,
for the celebration of the Freedom

Charter; altogether more than 400 people
attended. The Time Travel programme
started with the historical event but the
focus was mainly on the interpretation of
the Freedom Charter 2015: “How do we
make South Africa an inclusive country
for all?”

Ebbe Westergren
Honorary President, Bridging Ages
International
Kalmar läns Museum, Sweden

Full engagement in the Kliptown Time Travel event.

12

Use the Past Create the Future Public Time Travel event on the Freedom Charter 1955-2015

6. Scenario Document
Public Time Travel at Walter
Sisulu Square Kliptown. 29
June 2015
Freedom Charter 1955-2015
Goal
• To make South African citizens of all
races reflect on the importance and
meaning of the Freedom Charter
document; then and now.
• To express the ideas of the Freedom
Charter today and to ask how we make
South Africa an inclusive country for
everybody.
The first part is a historical event, giving
the atmosphere of the Congress of the
People in 1955. The second part focuses
on the interpretation of the Freedom
Charter 2015: What do the 10 clauses
mean in today’s South Africa?

Historical facts
The idea of the Freedom Charter was first
proposed by Prof. ZK Matthews at the
annual conference of the African National
Congress (ANC) in Cradock, Cape Province,
in August 1953. In his presidential address
Matthews, President of the ANC in the
Cape, proposed convening a Congress
of the People to draw up a Freedom
Charter. At the meeting of the National
Executive of the ANC held in Natal in
March 1954, which Matthews was part
of, it was resolved that actions should
be taken to introduce the concept of a
Congress of the People to the National
Executives of the South African Indian

Congress (SAIC), South African Coloured
People’s Organisation (SACPO), and the
South African Congress of Democrats
(COD). Later in the same month, a joint
meeting of the national executives of
the above-mentioned organization was
held in Natal. This non-racial united front
was known as the Congress Alliance.
This Forum decided that a National
Action Council should be established
with the responsibility to ensure the
implementation of the idea of a Congress
of the People. The newly established
National Action Council comprised Chief
Albert Luthuli (chairperson) and the
secretariat, which consisted of Stanley
Lollan (SACPO), Lionel Bernstein (COD),
Yusuf Cachalia (SAIC) and Walter Sisulu
(ANC); however, Sisulu was later replaced
by Oliver Tambo due to banning orders
that forced him to resign.
A series of rallies and campaigns, as well
as big and small secret meetings were held
in houses, flats, factories, homesteads
on farms and outdoors in many parts
of the country. In 1955 the ANC sent 50
000 volunteers countrywide to collect
freedom demands from the masses
of South Africa. These demands were
written on all sorts of things that people
could write on, including discarded pieces
of corrugated cardboard.
Delegates for the Congress of the People
were elected at public meetings under
the slogan: “delegates from every town,
every suburb and every village”.
In April and May 1955 the documents
arrived in Kliptown. A committee of
the National Action Council sorted the
demands and suggestions into various
categories. The practical preparations for
receiving all the people in Kliptown were
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made by many, many foot soldiers in the
volunteer corps.
From 25-26 June, the Freedom Charter
was read and adopted by 3 000 people
in an open field in Kliptown, probably
the most representative gathering in
the history of South Africa. The police
stopped thousands of people on arrival
at the meeting and finally dispersed the
crowd on the second day.
The Freedom Charter is one of the most
important documents demonstrating an
equal and democratic society. It is the
basis for the constitution of South Africa
today.

Scenario, the Congress of the
People, 25-26th June 1955
Thousands of people have arrived at the
dusty sports field in Kliptown. There are
people of all races, social backgrounds
and ages; men and women from all over
the country. They have been elected as
representatives to come to this meeting
in Kliptown. They are well prepared and
know what to say. Everybody present can
motivate and present their demands of a
new South Africa, an inclusive country for
all.
Many freedom volunteers have worked
hard to collect all the requests and
demands from suburbs, work places
and villages. They have taken an oath to
show their commitment. But the work is
still not over. The volunteers now give all
the practical support that is needed to
organise this big meeting.
Visitors from all over the country, and
from Kliptown, have received their
rosettes. Some of them sit down on
stones. Everybody is waiting for the
14

Congress of the People to start. It is an
excited atmosphere with expectation in
the air.
Today the Freedom Charter will be
finalised, the dreams for a new South
Africa will be discussed and expressed in
words, illustrations, slogans, poems and
songs and finally adopted by the crowd.
This is the country we want to live in!

Roles
The participants are the people who have
arrived in Kliptown, in 1955, from all
over the country and the neighbourhood
for the Congress of the People, local
people who help and serve, i.e. freedom
volunteers, and leaders of the time

Time Plan
06:30
09:00
10:00

10:30

11:00
11:10

Prepare the site
People start gathering, rosettes
are handed out
Welcome, Presentation of the
event,
Keynote address by Deputy
Minister of Arts and Culture,
Rejoice Mabudafhasi
Speech by Swedish Ambassador,
Anders Hagelberg
Kliptown 1955
Initiation
Nkosi Sikelel’ iAfrica
Leaders of 1955 address
Read and adopt the clauses, one
by one
Songs and slogans from 1950s
Interruption by police; the crowd
comes together singing
Ending of the historical event
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The Freedom Charter 2015
The aim is to interpret the Freedom
Charter 2015. What does each of the 10
clauses mean in today’s South Africa?
Key Questions
•

How do we make South Africa a happy
place for all? An inclusive country for
everybody, regardless of skin colour,
income, social position or country
of origin. How do we reach social
cohesion? Is it possible?

•

What does freedom mean? What
kind of country do we want to live in?
What are our dreams of today? How
do we express it within the 10 clauses
of the Freedom Charter?

Activities
There are 10 groups, one for each clause.
In each group the purpose is to express
the clause and how it contributes to social
cohesion, a country for all, and the dreams
of today. This is the country we want to
live in! Express by using words, posters,
placards, slogans, songs, poems, etc.
Visitors from the provinces bring what
they have prepared, finalise it and get
ready for the presentations.
The 10 groups (clauses) are: The people
shall govern; Equal rights for all; Share
the wealth; Share the land; Equal before
the law; Human rights; Work and security;
Learning and culture; Houses, security
and comfort; Peace and friendship.
Presentations/Performances
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Each of the clauses is interpreted in a
poem, short speech, illustration, song, etc.
Time Plan
11:15

Freedom Charter 2015
Instructions of the activities

11:20

Activities in 10 groups, Freedom
Charter and dreams of today

Tea and biscuits served
13:00

Common gathering
Presentations and performances
Adoption of the Freedom
Charter
2015

13:50

Reconciliation ceremony

14:00

End

Soup is served
Radikobo Ntsimane, KZN Museum Service

The police breaks up the meeting and people are protesting, the Time Travel event of 1955

16
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7. Freedom Charter 2015: Artworks, expressions and poems by
Time Travel participants

Original Draft of the Freedom Charter 1955

Freedom Charter 2015
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Clause One
The People Shall Govern

18
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Clause Two
All National Groups Shall
Have Equal Rights

20
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Clause Three
The People Shall Share
in the Country’s Wealth

22
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The national wealth of our country, the heritage of
South Africans shall be restored to the people.
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Clause Four
The Land Shall be
Shared Amongst Those
who work it
26
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1955 land not equally distributed, 2015 land not equally distributed
What do we want to see happening?
Land distributed for:
i. Residential purposes (many people)
ii. Farming (few people)
iii. Minerals (few people)
iv. Resources in land, water, etc.
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Clause Five
All shall be Equal before
the Law

28
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• All National Groups Shall be Protected By Laws Against Insults To Their
Customs and Pride
• There Shall be Financial Support by the State until the appeal court for all
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Clause Six
All Shall Enjoy Equal
Human Rights

30
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Clause Seven
There shall be work and
security

32
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There shall be work and security
• Security for basic needs
• Security for education
• Security for better future
• Skills development (people needs)
• Skills to build houses for themselves
• Skills to create work for themselves
• Start their own businesses
• Sell fruits and vegetables
• Exposure to work environment
• Create opportunities
• Come up with new ideas for job creation
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Clause Eight
The doors of learning
and culture shall be
opened
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• Cultural diversity

Local history
• Development of local heritage sites
• Local history to be preserved and recorded and converted to Time Travel
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Clause Nine
There shall be houses,
security and comfort
36
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•
•
•
•
•
•
•
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No community parks, especially in rural areas
Not enough swimming pools for recreational purposes
Lack of HIV centres
Clinics and hospitals are too far, especially in rural areas
Poor health services
Kliptown’s people are exposed to health risks due to garbage, refuse, etc.
Police stations are too far from the people especially in rural areas
Not enough security because of corruption of police
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Clause Ten
There shall be peace
and friendship
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Africa Unite
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8. Heritage Persective on the
Time Travel Method
Democratic societies, whether nascent
or mature, routinely struggle with key
questions regarding their aspirations,
direction and national character. The
formulation of the Freedom Charter,
already in 1955, was aimed at fashioning
a new collective character of a society
envisioned to replace apartheid. The
result of that critical exercise is manifested
in the current Constitution of the Republic
of South Africa.
The scenarios depicted in this booklet on
the Time Travel Method demonstrate in
2015, the negotiation, constitution and
adoption of the Freedom Charter on
25 June 1955. They are representative
of the then growing pains of the multiracial coalition of organizations and
individuals that explored various models
of governing and citizenship, and the
relevance and importance of their
ideals in current day South Africa. We
acknowledge the role played by Bridging
Ages International and its South African
chapter, i.e. Bridging Ages South Africa,
the Swedish and Finish Governments, and
Freedom Park Museum for their support
in the production of this booklet.
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Dr Mahunele Thotse
Department of Arts and Culture
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9. Benefits of the Time Travel
method
The Time Travel Method has proven to
be particularly relevant and useful to
South Africa at this time in the history
and development of the country and
its people. The Time Travel Method
and Bridging Ages, the organisation
that manages this programme, directly
addresses issues and challenges faced by
South Africa and many other countries
around the world in this time of global
uncertainty and turmoil. Given South
Africa’s past of discrimination, exclusion
and marginalization, programmes that
foster social cohesion in society and build
the nation are high on the list of priorities
for the South African government. Both
of these priorities are addressed in the
Time Travel Method.
The Time Travel Method also reaches out
to the youth in particular and makes them
partners in their own history and heritage,
but also brings them together with leaders
in the society and in their communities,
to explore the value and importance
of remembering together and applying
those lessons to today. The Time Travel
Method brings innovative and effective
methods of outreach to museums and
institutions, taking heritage and history to
the people, and making those institutions
relevant and important partners in the
debates and challenges facing our society
and communities today.

The South African Government, through
the DAC, is pleased to be an active partner
and supporter of this programme, and in
the process strengthen our relations with
Sweden,
where
the
programme
originated, and with all the other partner
countries, particularly in Africa.

Louise Graham
Chief Director, International Relations
Department of Arts and Culture
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“Time Travel is dialogue and can bring a
change to our country”
“Time Travel gives you positive thinking
and inspire to put your dreams into action”
“It was an experience of a lifetime”
“Education brings us together discrimination will separate us forever”
“Education is better in action”
“Reflection (in the Time Travel) starts
reaction (after the event)”
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