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Five different Time Travel in five days in Worcester
Read more about the five Time Travels inside
In this Newsletter you can read about:
A message from the President about
progress made: Consolidation and
Governance.
Times Travel to Amazon Rainforest 1876,
the year that changed the world
Crossroads in History – An EU funded
project about migration and Time Travels.
Read the Polish partners reflection from a
visit in Sweden.
5 different Time Travels in 5 consecutive
days in the town of Worcester, South
Africa, celebrating two hundred years of
the town’s establishment.
Board election results.

Welcome to Bridging Ages
Annual General Meeting 2020
Notice of Meeting

24 Nov 2020. 14.00 GTM
Due to the corona virus pandemic the AGM is
held online. Members register by e-mail to
linda.liljeberg@kalmarlansmuseum.se and
receive a link the day before the meeting.
AGM documentation incl.
• Agenda
• Proposed constitution
can be found on www.bridgingages.com
Motions can be sent in by no later than 8th
November 2020 – two weeks before the AGM.
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President's Message
Consolidation and Governance
I commence this message with a tribute to the
hundreds of Time Travel activists who continue
to sustain the work of Bridging Ages through
sheer passion and commitment. Bridging Ages
commenced in 2004 as a network and has since
grown with an organised presence in more
than 20 countries spread over four continents.
Regrettably, COVID19 has forced us to
postpone the international conference
scheduled for Turkey this year. We were all
very excited by the preparation and
enthusiasm of our partners in Turkey. We hope
that it will still happen in Turkey at some point
next year.
Our growth and expansion have caused us to
look at our organisational structure and
governance systems. As a result, the
constitution and governance committee (more
than 20 meetings) and the board have been
hard at work to produce a draft new
constitution for tabling at our forthcoming
Annual General Meeting in late November.
However, in terms of our current framework or
Bylaws it will be finally adopted at the
subsequent Annual General Meeting in March
/April next year. This will consolidate our work
thus far and set up an organisational structure
that responds to our growth and expansion.
This will include Operational Guidelines and
Regulations. Our consultation process must be
thorough and inclusive.
Our Bridging Ages programme remains
thoroughly rooted in Sweden whose
pioneering activists and academics have
brought us this far. Special mention must be
made of Kalmar lans museum who continue to
be our anchor in many ways. Moreover, the
engagement in all the Bridging Ages countries

is a necessity for the
sustainability and growth.

organisation’s

This newsletter covers some of the
contemporary work and is hopefully
informative, interesting and inspiring.
I wish all members, supporters and participants
well. May you stay safe until the COVID19
challenge has passed. In the meantime, let us
continue with our work as creatively as
possible. The AGM scheduled for 24th
November 2020 will be a virtual one but
remains an important milestone on our journey
in meeting our organisational objectives.
“I Am Because We Are”
Gulshera Khan - President

Gulshera Khan and Time Travel facilator
Howard Msomi, planning just before a Time
Travel to 1905
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A Time Travel to the Amazon Rainforest in Brazil?
1876, the year that changed the world
The year is 1876. Henry Alexander Wickham, a
British explorer, settled in Brazil, near
Santarém city, Pará State, where he found
high quality native rubber trees. Henry
Wickham offered his services to the British
Empire. Commissioned by Kew Botanical
Garden in London he shipped 70.000 rubber
seeds to London, yet to be sent to Asian
British colonies. These shipments would
change the world economy and “modernity”.
Rubber items for the industry; gloves for
developing medicine; boots for dwelling upon
snow environments; tires for planes and cars
shortening the world; and rubber for
condoms… There are so many items made out

of rubber, that one would even not be able to
imagine the “modern world” without it. Henry
Wickham got his payment and even the royal
title of “Sir” due his achievements, but the
local people in Brazil were left behind. In this
scenario, it is important to understand how
natural and cultural heritage entangle with
global stories and traditional people’s history
and identities. Such materiality’s uncover
rubber tappers agencies, botanical colonialism
and contemporary issues on resource
management.
Tiago Muniz, PhD candidate in
Anthropology/Archaeology – Federal
University of Pará (UFPA), Brazil

(left) Violet Wickham on “First temporary home near Santarém” (WICKHAM, 1872).
(right) Henry Wickham getting home (commissioned aquarelle painting by Gil Serique).

Archaeology fieldwork team in front of a rubber tree,
supposedly at the same place where Wickham has
been. Tiago Muniz (UFPA), Mr. Joao, Diogo Costa
(UFPA), Caio Veiga (UFPA), ‘Branco’, Mr. Daniel (2019).

Tiago Muniz is a Brazilian archaeologist
researching Historical and Contemporary
Archaeology at the Amazon in Brazil. Tiago
just concluded a one-year period as visiting
researcher at Linnaeus University, Kalmar,
Sweden under Prof. Cornelius Holtorf.
During this year, Tiago had the opportunity
to take the Academic Course on “Applied
Heritage / Time Travel Method” at Kalmar
läns Museum/ Linnaeus University. Muniz is
also organizing a Special Issue on Applied
Heritage/ Time Travels at a Brazilian Journal
of Anthropology, Archaeology and Heritage
(Cadernos do LEPAARQ) - to be published in
the beginning of 2021.
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Crossroads in History. An EU South Baltic
project about Migration and Time Travel.
Beginning in July 2019 and continuing through
July 2021, museums from Sweden (Kalmar),
Germany (Wismar), Poland (Gdańsk) and
Lithuania (Klaipeda) will work together on a
project titled “Crossroads in History” with
funding from South Baltic EU program. The goal
of the project is to explore the socio-economic
phenomenon of migration by developing an
innovative educational methodology based on
the Time Travel Method that was developed at
Kalmar County Museum. Each of the partners
participates in the creation of this
comprehensive
methodology,
becomes
acquainted with the Time Travel Method,
delves deeply into the local and South Baltic
regional migration history and creates a
prospectus of lessons. The result of the project
is, beside raised capacity, an internet-based
handbook and the introduction of the Time
Travel Method in the permanent educational
offerings at partner institutions.
Developing an international educational
project during the COVID-19 pandemic is not
an easy task. Until March, everything was going
according to plan, with cross-border
workshops in Kalmar and Klaipeda. When the
lock down came, things started to become
more and more complex. First of all the
international meeting of all the Partners in
Gdańsk planned for April, which we were
organizing, was cancelled. Online meetings
served as communication channels for all the
institutions. We were, however, unable to
meet each other and to invite school groups to
practice our scenario for a Time Travel lesson.
At present there is a discussion about
prolonging the project to enable us to fulfill the
goals.

Museum and her colleagues, we experienced
more than we could have expected. Even with
all the necessary pandemic restrictions in
place.
On the first day, just after leaving the ferry, we
headed to one of Kalmar’s parks to attend a
Stone Age Time travel lesson for 9-year olds.
We could never imagine how passionate the
kids would be and how intense their
experience was. The group was diverse but
after putting on the “stone age” hats, all kids
truly “moved back in time.” All the activities
were very simple but still unique. What really
struck us was the attention to detail and
authenticity - kids were using split stones to
fashion arrowheads, they were making music
on stylized drums and animal bones, creating
art pieces using only natural materials and
slicing fruit with split stones knives. The most
surprising part for us was the food preparation.
We were amazed how the kids split the fruits
and ham, kneaded the dough, baked crumpets
on hot stones and prepared the fish with
aromatic spices, wrapping in birch bark and
putting it in the hole in the ground with hot
stones and soil. The most astonishing activity
was the soup preparation - it boiled after hot
stones from the fireplace were put inside the
bowl. The Stone Age feast was even more
surprising - the kids ate almost everything,
without any fuss. We were invited to partake
as well and everything was delicious! We were
wondering how Polish children, teachers and
parents would react to such a unique meal.

Despite the pandemic, representatives from
the National Museum in Gdansk managed to
visit Kalmar County Museum during September
and attended some Time Travel lessons. We
only had two days in Kalmar but thanks to Linda
Liljeberg, the curator at Kalmar County
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about the emancipation. All those issues really
touched the local girls. It was so great to see
the authentic stir of students. They were so
concerned and involved in all the activities and
conversations. When we came back to 2020
the students admitted that they were most
shocked with the gender inequalities, e.g. that
the boys couldn’t help the girls in the kitchen
and girls could not rest after preparing and
serving food. This lesson was about the past,
living in the countryside and a genuine
ecological lifestyle. It was also about todayfocusing attention on emigration, women’s
rights, zero waste trend and slow life.

Swedish and Polish partners at the 1906 Time
Travel on Öland

On the second day of our visit in Kalmar, we
attended a Time Travel to 1906 on Öland - a
lesson for teenagers from a local school. This
Time Travel was more connected to the project
implementation because it also related to the
big emigration from Sweden to America that
occurred from 1850 to 1920. All students were
wearing clothes from the 19th century. After
putting them on, they seemed to be older and
more solemn. The Time Travel took place on a
wonderful old-style farm and all the activities
were outside. The class was divided according
to sex – girls were together, boys together, just
as in 1906. Girls were said to do what would
have been the female activities - cooking the
soup, making the butter, the coffee, frying the
herrings, crocheting, and tidying up. The boys
did male activities in 1906 – chopping wood,
using tools and repairing things, tending the
fire, preparing the dye, and painting the house.
A traditional division of responsibilities was
demonstrated. During the time Travel, a
woman, who had lived in America for decades,
came back to the village. She talked about the
plight of women in the USA at the time and

These two days in Kalmar were a great
experience for us all. We got to know how the
Time Travel method looks in practice. We saw
that it is a pleasure for students and makes
them more involved than in other lessons. Now
we know how to change our scenario to fit the
method that was developed and has been
practiced at Kalmar County Museum for 30
years. We cannot wait to implement Time
Travel pilot programs in Gdańsk and in
Kashubia region.
Krystyna Weiher-Sitkiewicz,
Anna Ratajczak-Krajka
The National Museum in Gdansk, Poland
Partnering institutions in the project:
Kalmar läns museum, Sweden
National museum Gdansk, Poland
European solidarity center, Poland
Historic Museum of Wismar, Germany
Klaipeda university, Lithuania
Gargždų museum, Lithuania
History museum of Lithuania minor,
Lithuania
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5 different Time Travels in 5 consecutive days

First Time Travel to 1913. Tilling the land for
fresh produce. Key questions on land ownership.

During the month of February 2020, the town
of Worcester, in the Western Cape of South
Africa, celebrated two hundred years of its
establishment as a town.
Abundant with game and wild birds, and first
inhabited by San hunters and Khoi farmers,
many European farmers started settling along
the Breede River Valley in the early 1700’s.
During the British occupation of South Africa,
the Cape Colony expanded as European
settlers moved towards the interior of the
region. Farm plots were being sold off in the
area, and in February 1820 Worcester came
into being, comprised of 144 erven (plots)
being auctioned to those who could afford the
price while the indigenous people of the region
were excluded from erven ownership.

First Time Travel to 1913. Preparing vegetables
for the meal, discussing sharing of land.
resources.

an ongoing issue, the time travel in its key
questions, addressed the question of how do
we deal with it today, and how do we live
together, sharing the land resources and
building a cohesive society for the future.
Day 2: The day prior to the opening of the
Drostdy School in 1911. This school was
started by the church in 1911 which had as its
goal to teach skills like carpentry, tailoring
(clothing design and manufacturing) and other
technical subjects. This school was exclusively
only for white boys and did not allow any girl

As part of the week long celebrations, Bridging
Ages Western Cape participated by having five
time travels, with different scenarios on each
day starting Monday 23rd and continuing to
Friday 27th of February.
The time travel themes and scenarios depicted
five important historic events that had an
impact on the development of Worcester as a
town and the effects it had on the people living
in the area.
Day 1: A time travel on the 1913 Natives Land
Act which resulted in land taken from local
black inhabitants and prohibiting ownership of
land by black people. As in present day South
Africa, the issue of land and land ownership is

Second Time Travel to 1911: Teachers at the
Drostdy school awaiting the learners. Key
questions on importance of education
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learners at the time. In the time travel, key
questions were addressed such as access to
education, the role of technical education in a
post-apartheid South Africa, the right of
women and girls to education and the
importance of education in shaping the future
for all in the country, irrespective of race and
gender.
Day 3: The opening of the railway connection
to Worcester in 1877. Prior to 1877 the railway
connection to the interior of the country had a
different route which bypassed Worcester. It
was also during this period when the discovery
of gold and diamonds caused many
prospectors and those looking for new fortunes
to travel to the goldfields. At the time, a
Worcester Gold Mine company was also
established, and it became very important to
have a rail connection to the interior of the
country.
In the time travel we looked at the importance
of rail transport today and in the future, how it
can contribute to the economy of the town and
country, and how it can create employment
and economic opportunities. Some of the key
questions looked at the affordability, efficiency
and safety of the railway as a method of travel
and transport of goods and people.

Fourth Time Travel to 1838. Women slaves secretly
learning to read and write. Key question: What does
freedom mean?

became what the rulers then called
“apprentices” before being allowed to be free.
As a town, Worcester’s was second only to
Cape Town. The site of the time travel, where
presently the Worcester Museum is located,
was then a farm owned by a Du Toit family who
owned no less than 27 slaves. Many of the Khoi
and San people of the area also became slave
labourers on the surrounding farms.
The time travel looked at modern day slavery
and key questions included, whether it is better
to be a slave or to be free, and what freedom
really means and how do we value our
freedoms today and respect each other as
equals and preserve our freedom?
Day 5: We travelled to a day before 29
February 1820, the day of the establishment
of the town and the auctioning of erven in
town. The concept of a town was a foreign
concept to the indigenous people, the Khoi, the
San and slaves. The establishment of a town did
not mean that all will become equal, or that
slaves would be freed.

Third Time Travel to 1877. The arrival of the first train in
Worcester. KQ: Efficiency and safety of rail transport.

Day 4: The day before the final abolition of
slavery on 1st December 1838. Slavery in
South Africa was introduced by the arrival of
the Dutch to the Cape in the 1600’s and it was
not until the coming of the British that
consideration was made to abolish slavery.
Prior to the total abolition of slavery, slaves

The time travel discussed the question of who
and how does everybody benefit from a town,
the role of the citizens. Also on what is that we
can expect from a town or municipality. Can we
build a better future for all in our town?
What made this time travel very exciting was
the participation of students from the National
Institute for the Deaf! It meant that other
participants were exposed to, and could learn,
some sign language!
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able to, during this weeklong of time travels,
train five unemployed young people in the time
travel method! That gives hope that the time
travel method can be taken forward by our
youth!
Andy C Peterson, Bridging Ages Western Cape,
South Africa

Fifth Time Travel to 1820 and the establishment of the
town. A San group engages with the Secretary of the
Governor. KQ: How to build e better future for all in town?

Participants to all the time travels were from a
very wide and diverse community, including
schools, the aged from senior centres, students
with severe learning disabilities, students from
the institute for the deaf and persons from all
backgrounds and communities in and around
the town of Worcester. We even had the
participation of one of the senior council
members of the Breede River Valley
Municipality, Alderman Sammy Goedeman,
who had the role of the governor to the Cape
Colony, Lord Charles Somerset. We were also

Governor Lord Charles Somerset (right)
and his Secretary (Andy Peterson) in the
Time Travel to 1820

The new Bridging Ages board is elected
In August the new Bridging Ages board was elected by you
members. Agrita Ozola, Latvia, Hakan Adanir, Turkey and Pille
Rohtla, Estonia got re-elected and we specially welcome Douglas
Muwonge, Uganda as a new member in the Bridging Ages Board.
Last year the following persons were elected on the Bridging Ages
board until 2021: Gulshera Khan, South Africa, president, Tina
Lindström, Sweden. vice president, Steven Labarakwe, Kenya,
Monica Mattbäck, Finland and Scott Green, USA.
The whole board with pictures can be found on Bridging Ages
website http://bridgingages.com/about/board-roster/

The newest member of the board:
Douglas Muwonge, Uganda

To be part of the mailing list or subscribe to the newsletter,
please send an e-mail to: twinningsa@gmail.com
Layout and editor: Kalmar läns museum. linda.liljeberg@kalmarlansmuseum.se
English edit: Scott Green, Ebbe Westergren and Gulshera Khan
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