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Karibu Kenya

Welcome to Kenya!

Education, Heritage and Community Building
Bridging Ages Conference, Ngurunit, Kenya, 25-29 August
The community of Ngurnit is looking forward to the conference and to
greet you all. August is a dry period and a bit warm, but we have enough
shades at the conference camp site in Ngurunit, thanks to the many
Acacia trees.
Issues in the presentations and group discussions
Heritage, Environment and Community Building
How do heritage and heritage institutions support in the development
of local communities, physically, socially? Establish Heritage Centers
in local communities? Role, benefits? How to engage the community
in a sustainable landscape?
Education and Community Building
How can we use local heritage and local experiences in education,
for example in mathematics and history on a regular basis? What
support is needed, what are the benefits, challenges?
Education, Heritage and Conflict Resolution
How do we use cultural heritage and local knowledge in preventing
and resolving conflicts?

Steven Labarakwe,
Bridging Ages Northern
Kenya, Marsabit County
Government

The Bridging Ages Group in Northern Kenya

Program, short version
24 August, delegates leave Nairobi, transport provided for free by the host organization
25 August, delegates arrive in Ngurunit
26 August, Opening by Dr Hassan Wario, National Minister of Sport, Culture and the Arts;
Ukur Yatani, Governor of Marsabit County; Dr Ahmed Yassin, Director General of National Museums of
Kenya; Joseph Lekuton, MP
Bridging Ages in Kenya and the world: Steven Labarakwe and Ebbe Westergren
First session: Heritage, Environment and Community Building.
27 August, Time Travel at a manyatta, “Stay or Leave”, samburu traditions, crafts and stories
Second session: Education and Community Building. Mathematics in the Historic Environment.
28 August, Third session, Education, Heritage and Conflict Resolution
Pm. Big cultural festival and community event: performances, singing, dances…
At every session there are several short presentations from Kenya, South Africa, Uganda, USA, Latvia,
Finland, Turkey and other parts of the world, followed by group discussions and hopefully creative
solutions
29 August, A day in Ngurunit with several opportunities to visit the community and surroundings
30 August, leave Ngurunit early in the morning, arriving in Nairobi in the evening

Registration for the conference and fees: www.bridgingages.org/registration
All delegates have to arrive in Nairobi before 12 o’clock, 24 August to catch the common
transport to Ngurunit. The transport is back in Nairobi 30 August, at about 7 pm.
Practical information on the transport and the stay in Ngurunit will be sent to the delegates
about six weeks before the conference.
For an updated version of the program, check the Bridging Ages website, www.bridgingages.com

Linnéus University

Young people reflect on life and faith
”Meeting places for reflection on life and faith” is a project focusing on 15 year old confirmands in the Church
of Sweden. The church building becomes a meeting
place between the young people’s questions of life and
the symbols and illustrations in the church, that give
room for reflection.
The interior of a church are from various time periods. In this project
we want to learn more about how people have expressed their faith
in the church building and in what way this is relevant for teenagers
of today?
The Church of Sweden confirms 30 000 15 year olds every year.
Most of the confirmands go to church services at least 15 times be
fore their confirmation. Unfortunately the stories of those who built,
The confirmants illustrate the life sen
decorated and developed the churches seem to be lost for young
tence they have chosen.
people of today. Växjö diocese has started a confirmation project
called “Meeting places for reflection on life and faith”. The confirma
tion team, that is the pastor, the pedagogue, the deacon and the musician, has worked together with
Kalmar läns museum on “the Time Travel method”. The aim is to compare the confirmation candida
tes‘ own ideas about faith and life to what is expressed in the church building.
There are four pilot churches of different expression and from various ages, from the Middle Ages to
the 1980s. Here is the example from the church in Kulltorp:
When you enter the church the most obvious are the paintings in the
ceiling, paintings of angels, the Judgment Day and several medallions
with sentences from the Bible and hymns on important aspects of your
life. The paintings were made by the local church painter, Niclas Berg,
following a decision taken at the parish meeting in 1768. What have
those paintings and life slogans to do with us today?
In Kulltorp we made a Time Travel to 1768 when the sentences and
paintings were finalized in the church. In the scenario we say that two
of the medallions are still not finished. The church meeting decides
what life sentences to write in these medallions. The confirmands discuss and reflect. When you
are 15, you think a lot about your own life, what is the right way to live and what is my responsibili
ty. Finally they decide on two sentences from the Bible that mean a lot to them in their lives. In the
Time Travel these quotations are written and illustrated within medallions and of course the confir
mands explain what these words mean to them. We also made clothes and medicine for the poor in
the Time Travel, to show that life is not only talking and reflecting but also doing something for the
needy.
What life sentences did the confirmands choose? These two: Carry each other’s burdens, and in
this way you will fulfill the law of Christ (Galatians 6:2). Be kind and compassionate to one another,
forgiving each other, just as in Christ God forgave you (Ephesians 4:32)
This pilot project has been quite a success and now is the plan to expand it to the national level
within the Church of Sweden and include other parts of the country.
There is a short video in Swedish on the project: http://internwww.svenskakyrkan.se/vaxjostift/motes
platser
Teresia Clifford, Växjö diocese, Church of Sweden

Commemoration, forgiveness
and manifest for the future
Time Travel event in Kragujevac, Serbia

Two years partnership between Kalmar County museum and Serbia civil society organizations Fund
B92 and C31 – Centre for Developing Children’s Rights Culture continues in 2014, with the same
focus: to exchange experiences and develop innovative pedagogical approach in the human rights
education based on the use of history and the Time Travel method.
As a part of this cooperation at the beginning of 2014, C31 and Kalmar museum started to work on
development of the Time Travel event connected to the educational program “Museum of the Past
for the Future” in the city of Kragujevac. It is a long term pedagogical initiative based on the use of
the local history of WWII as a starting point for dialogue with young people about human rights, cau
ses and mechanisms of discrimination in history and contemporary society. It focuses on the parti
cular event that happened on October 21st 1941 when German soldiers executed several thousand
civilians of different ages and backgrounds as retaliation – for one killed German solder 100 civilians
were executed and for a wounded 50 of them. The educational program is implemented as a part of
the school curriculum in partnership with 16 local schools, Museum 21st October and the Ministry of
Education.
The idea of cooperation between Kalmar County Museum and C31 was to create a Time Travel
event that will gather representatives of all schools who participated in the educational program, as
some kind of final ceremony that will enable them to engage holistically, emotionally and intellectu
ally and to reflect upon the process of learning.
In consultation with young people we decided to create a concept of commemoration of 21st October
massacre in 1941 in a quite different way then of a traditional one. We wanted to focus not just on
the past and rememberance as it could lead to victimisation, but also on human state and necessity
of forgiveness. And above all to emphasize our potentials to contribute to the better society based on
mutual respect and solidarity.
The Time Travel event was organized at the Memorial Park on 21st of March 2014, gathering 80 stu
dents and 20 teachers from 16 schools. The whole event was prepared together with young people
and it was rich with different forms of expression and symbols which had a deeper meaning for stu
dents. It involved poems about “Kragujevac October tragedy” and importance of forgiveness, sounds
of music of pipe and hitting stones, scenography (5 canvases in shape of flowers hold by students).
Students also wrote their manifests to express dedication to values such as equality, freedom, res
pect, humanity. They were telling their manifests as a final part of the ceremony and let pidgins fly to
“send their message”. After the event all participants gathered for reflection.
In the evaluation of the process and the final event students expressed very positive impressions
emphasising that the program was inspirational, encouraging, meaningful and educational. Many of

them stated that it helped them to gain deeper understanding of the past and its value for today:
“Now I understand the importance of the past but also the importance to overcome it and forgive”,
“We should learn about the past, remember, but also to learn from it and use it as inspiration to make
a better society”
Students stated that the program helped them to connect with their peers by sharing the same
values and ideals and that it enabled them to reflect on discrimination nowadays and how they can
contribute in building equality and solidarity in the society. And maybe the most important in Serbian
context they expressed hope for the future.
“I am now motivated to act against discrimination”, “I feel more self-esteem to react”, “I know we can
do something to contribute to the better future”. It is encouraging to know that together we can do
something.”
Masa Avamovic, Centre for Developing Children’s Rights Culture

Questioning War and Peace
while Celebrating Gods
The first Time Travel on the Roman Fort Timacum
Minus near Knjaževac, Eastern Serbia
In order to present and implement the main principles of the
Time Travel method, as a possible way of using cultural he
ritage sites as a learning resource, experts of the The Ho
meland Museum of Knjaževac and Kalmar Läns Museum,
with support of the Swedish Institute and Knjaževac Muni
cipality, organized the first Time Travel event at Timacum
Minus, Roman fort near Knjaževac in March this year.
The Roman fort Timacum Minus, from the late Antique peri
od, used to be a military camp and an administrative center
of a mining region (territorium) that was governed by a civil
governor as well as military commander of the Legion. Its
economy was based on copper and silver mining and agri
culture in the fruitful valley of river Beli Timok.

Scenario, Timacum Minus, 370 AD
“It is the 19th of March, Mars day, the Quinquatrus Festival has begun and the people of the Timok
valley are gathering around the fort of Timacum Minus to celebrate it together with their protectors
and invaders - Roman legionnaires. In order to please Mars, God of war, but also spring and agri
culture, people have collected fruits and vegetables, meat, milk and cheese; on the other hand to
please Roman legionnaires they have to pay taxes and give supplies of food, wood and other goods
necessary for life in a fortified settlement. While preparing for the festival but also to strengthen the
fort for a possible future war, the people are discussing what the future will bring and why there is of
ten a war here? What do we fear and what is our hope? What is our future, war or peace, hostilities
or agriculture?“

Reflections
Twenty eight participants from numerous museums in Eastern and Southern Serbia, together with
teachers and pupils of Knjaževac’s High schools, and members of NGO’s, participated in this Time
Travel event and opened for interesting reflections on war and peace. Afterwards we discussed
about the benefits of the TimeTravel program, the practical use in schools, museums, social centers,
NGO’s. And also about its constructive role in communication and conflict resolution and the mea
ningful use of cultural heritage and historical sites.
MA Milena Milošević Micić, Senior curator, Art historian, Homeland Museum of Knjaževac

“Uprise or negotiations?”
Oskarshamn, Sweden 1542

We all met on a big field the 29th of April 1542. It was a sunny day in
spring and the vicar had gathered us there to decide whether to revolt
against or negotiate with the king. During the day everyone discussed
what is the best thing to do? At the meal every farm had to motivate their
decision. A majority decided to revolt against the king…

For many years Time Travels and cooperation with Kalmar County Museum have been part of edu
cation at Rödsle School, Oskarshamn. Time Travels is a way of linking different subjects together
for a better understanding. For one day we get the opportunity to experience what it was like to live
at the same place as us, a long time ago. Wearing the same kind of clothes, using the tools people
used, sharing their joy and fears of course add something extra to lessons at school.
For us teachers it is crucial to use the special knowledge of the staff from the Kalmar County Mu
seum. This helps us to recreate our local history and make it more interesting for the learners.
Together we plan and write a scenario for the Time Travel. To find a special issue or key question
for the day is of utmost importance. This will engage our learners and make them take a stand as
characters in the Time Travel. It also starts discussions and reflections afterwards when we compare
with life today…
This year, the 16th century and the King Gustav Vasa was a theme for grade 5, so we chose our
Time Travel to be the 29th of April 1542. We started with the learners questions and finding facts;
How were conditions for ordinary people in Oskarshamn those days? Who
ruled locally and in the country of Sweden? Before the Time Travel day the
learners made up a story of themselves and their family, chose their first
name and also the name of their farm.
The day after the event, we discussed in school the decisions made in the
Time Travel. We compared the problems of those days with life today. The
learners then realised that human problems are of the same kind re
gardless of time, and we often try to solve them in the same way…
We also took some time discussing the role of the UN in peace making.

Comments from learners:
•
•
•

It was more interesting than I thought it would be
It was a good feeling to be another character
I remember coming back to 2014. It really felt like we
had been in 1542!

Astrid Lundqvist, Rödsle School, Oskarshamn

Elin – a hardworking trainee
at the Kalmar County Museum

”We all sat down close to the fireplace in the dark Stone Age house.
The light from the fire made it possible to see the woman who took
us there. She told us the story of the place and the people living
there, but suddenly stopped talking when there was a knock on the
door. We were all excited and a bit scared. Who could it be? The door
opened and in the sunlight from outside we could see a stranger...”
This is one of the things I clearly remember from my first Time Travel at Västraby, a Stone Age site
close to our school in Emmaboda, Kalmar County. I was only nine years old but can still recall the
excitement, the curiosity and the way my heart beat when going back in time.
I am Elin Zackrisson, now 23 years old and still excited about and interested in history and time tra
velling! After finishing school I’ve been practicing drama, writing, craftsmenship and pedagogics. All
of this gave me an opportunity to work as a trainee at the Kalmar County Museum this spring.
Lucky me! What a chance to participate in lots of Time Travels at different historical sites and to diffe
rent time periods. In leading activities and acting as different characters in Time Travels I now notice
how learners of today experience their first Time Travel just like I did. And if they are well prepared, I
notice how they better understand how everything in life is, and always has been, linked somehow. I
think, using all senses, theoretical and practical activities in a mix, gives a better understanding and
make learning more meaningful. For me and lots of others, the Time Travel method is a good way of
learning.
I am also active in Live Acting RolePlaying (LARP). LARP is interactive roleplaying in real time,
without an audience. You write your character for the specific LARP and theme, and act as this per
son.
This is very similar to the Time Travel method. But there are also differences between the two acti
vities and the reasons for doing it! For me LARP is an experience, an adventure and something you
do for yourself. When going back in time in a Time Travel it is for the participants, the learners. It is
using a pedagogical tool, a method of learning.
Ending my story with a mix of some of my characters in Live Acting RolePlaying:
Elin Zackrisson
More info LARP: http://nordiclarp.org
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in the celebration. Later on that day there was a seminar about
experiences and reflections concerning Historic Environment
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New Exhibiton
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in the Exhibition-Time Travel “meet” emigrants in 1900, you probably ask
yourself; - What would make me move from home? What would I bring on
my journey? What is it like, coming to a new country? Of course we also (in
a special travel pamphlet) encourage the visitors to visit other places in the
Kalmar County in real life as well!

Bridging Ages

This summer we welcome tourists and everyone that is interested and curious. From school start,
end of August, we also offer pedagogical programs for learners of all ages.
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provinces, universities, historical societies, social service, war veteran
350 people on the e-mailing list
Bridging Ages Network in Finland - Bridging Ages South

Maria Kanje, Curator, Tina Lindström, Head of education and exhibition, Kalmar County Museum

New board of Bridging Ages

Ebbe Westergren, Kalmar County Museum, Sweden, President
Annina Ylikoski, The Regional Council of Ostrobothnia, Finland, Vice President
Jon Hunner, New Mexico State University, Las Cruces, New Mexico, USA
Agrita Ozola, Tukums Museum, Latvia
Ebru Iltenmis, Manisa municipality, Turkey
Pille Rohtla, Audentes
Tallinn, Estonia
Ebbe School,
Westergren
President
Jabulani Phelago, Freedom Park, Pretoria, South Africa
Kalmar läns museum
Tina Lindström, Kalmar County Museum, Sweden

Bridging Ages Board

Kalmar, Sweden

Jon Hun
New Me
Las Cru

The American Swedish Institute
Minneapolis, MN, USA

Leen Jõ
Estonia
Tallinn,

We thank those who leave the board, Terry Swanson, Gibbs Museum, Minnesota, USA; Louis Marais,
Bridging Ages Western Cape, South Africa and Tiia Mets, Tallinn University, Estonia, for their engagement,
creativity and many
And we
hope to keep you in the Bridging Ages group for the future.
Ninaideas.
Clark
Secretary

Eugenia Bolognesi, Associazione Palatina-Istanbul, Rome, Italy
It
is very sad
for us to announce that Eugenia Bolognesi suddenly passed away 21
Eugenia
Bolognesi
June
2014.
Eugenia
was one of those who started the Bridging Ages network in
Associazione PalatinaIstanbul
2004 and has been a member of the board from the very beginning in 2007. For the
Rome, Italy
moment she served as the secretary of the board. She took the Time Travel to Italy
and Rome already in 2002.
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children's
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work. She wasThe
a very
warmhearted person.
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was always
close to
a smile and a laughter.
We are going Solf,
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her very much, in the creative discussions, always in a warm atmosphere.
Our sincere regards to her family.

Agrita O
Tukums
Tukums

Tizzie M
Worces
Worces

Helen Eklund (helen.eklund@kalmarlansmuseum.se)
Editor:
HelenEditor:
Eklund
(helen.eklund@kalmarlansmuseum.se) and Jon Hunner
Ebbe Westergren, Kalmar County Museum, Sweden - president of the Bridging Ages Organization.
Ebbe Westergren,ebbe.westergren@kalmarlansmuseum.se
Kalmar County Museum, Sweden  president of the Bridgi
Kalmar County Museum, Box 104, 391 21 Kalmar, Sweden. Tel: + 46 480 45 13 45
ebbe.westergren@kalmarlansmuseum.se
Layout: Seija Nyberg, Kalmar County Museum
To be part of the mailing list, subscribe to the newsletter or send your contributions,
Kalmar County
Museum, Box 104, 391 21 Kalmar, Sweden. Tel: 00 46 480 4
please e-mail ebbe.westergren@kalmarlansmuseum.se
Layout: Birger Ohlson
Next newsletter September 2014
www.bridgingages.com

To be part of the mailing list, subscribe to the newsletter or send your contrib
please email ebbe.westergren@kalmarlansmuseum.se

