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”Discovering Historical Footprints”
”Using New Perpectives on Well-known and Neglected Narratives”

200 well-dressed participants in the Time Travel to 590 B.C. in Smyrna, Turkey at the Bridging Ages Conference

An amazing experience!
The Time Travel on 6 June back to the year 590 BC at the Athena temple in Smyrna was an amazing experience with more than 200 participants! In the scenario where the wedding ceremony of
14 years old Daphne and Khilon was realized, key questions like the place of women in society, the
differences between status in social life and problems about state governing were discussed. In
order to offer to the gods in the Athena Temple, people prepared food, wine, some ornaments and
ceramics. During the wedding ceremony, antique era music and dance were performed and poems
were read.
The Bridging Ages conference was organized by Manisa, Karşıyaka, Bayraklı and Bornova Municipalities, the Union of Turkish Municiplaties (TBB), with the support of Yaşar University, and Kalmar
County Museum, Sweden. More than 100 participants from different cities in Turkey took part in
the whole conference. Also about 30 people from Sweden, Finland, Italy, South Africa and the USA
participated and made presentations. Both the first day and in the Time Travel there were about 200
participants including local visitors.

Way forward
The conference was important in terms
of expanding of the Time Travel method
in Turkey. Many municipalities got interested in the concept and a communication network was created with these
municipalities.
We would like to thank everyone who
took part and made presentations in the
conference.
Ebru Iltenmis
Coordinator Bridging Ages
Turkey

Ancient dancing at the Athena Temple

Abstracts of some of the presentations at the conference
Using active learning approaches to teach the legend of Amazon women
Amazon women living in the Black Sea region around 1200 B.C. are regarded as a legend. Using legends in education activities provides students with the opportunity for effective learning experiences
through participation in problem solving, discussing, analyzing, comparing, synthesizing and evaluating activities, all of which are used for different educational purposes. The use of legends is also very
important in developing students’ knowledge, attitudes, skills and understanding as to the nature of
some historical information. Besides this, teachers can help their students develop higher order thinking skills, through teaching legends.
Dr. İsmail H. Demircioǧlu
Karadeniz Technical University, Fatih Faculty of Education, Trabzon, Turkey

My history as a part of the history
“Why do I have to participate in this Time Travel? This is not my culture.” This was a 15 year old girl’s
first reaction when her teacher introduced a Time Travel to the year 1899. It gave me an idea that ended
up in a project financed by the Swedish cultural council. Is history 100 years ago only for those who
are born and raised there? Of course not! We started the project to start a discussion and find new
work tools to handle the fact that we move a lot within the country and between countries and not
necessarily feel like we are a part of that place we live in and its history and culture.
How can we teach the younger generation to bring out new perspectives on history and how can we
use their own stories? How can we teach them to be aware that you only get a few perspectives in
the history books and make them understand the importance of many different stories to see a bigger
picture? Who’s stories are told and why?
We asked these questions to 10-year olds. By letting all of their stories about their lives be used as
examples of the many stories and ways to look at history, we tried to make them understand how and
by whom history is produced and what happens to the stories we don´t tell.
Linda Hansson,
Kalmar läns museum, Sweden

What’s to learn from earlier migration?
In 1887 Ida Charlotta Johansdotter and Hanna Kindblom emigaterd from Kalmar County to America.
Ida was poor and left to get a new life with her sister and brother who was already in America, Hanna
had a dream to become a medical doctor, a dream that was difficult to fulfill in Sweden in 1887.
In America they both struggled with the issues of being immigrants, to learn the language, new food,
new traditions, homesickness and a feeling of being outside.
Today we have a lot of immigrants in Sweden. They come from different parts of the world like
Somalia, Iran, Serbia and Bosnia. What are their life stories – are they parallel to Ida’s and Hanna’s
stories? Do immigrants today miss home, food, relatives and traditions? What’s it like to move to a
new place, from a new country or just from another town or village?
These issues are sometimes difficult to discuss. In our program students in 4th grade got to meet Ida
and Hanna as characters who told their stories and then the student’s told their stories to maybe find
similarities. Interesting dialog arose!
Emma Angelin Holmen and Tina Lindström,
Kalmar läns museum, Sweden

The stories we know and the truth in between
When you work with cultural heritage, there is always a challenge to try to tell the whole story. But
how do you talk about the stories, which the society wants to forget? How do you talk about the poor,
a war camp or famine? Especially since it’s the stories we most want to forget in a modern society.
Some stories live on in people’s memory from generation to generation. Wars and rebellions can be
seen very differently by different groups in society. The difference can also be big between a civil war
and a war with another country.
Just after Finland had regain independence in 1918, a bloody civil
war broke out. The war lasted 4 months, but the stories live on still
today. Both the winner’s and loser’s history have been highlighted
during the 94 years Finland have been independent, but there are
still a lot of stories untold, from both sides. Some stories are considered too painful, meaningless or trivial too be told, others can be
hard to understand as time goes by. Today there are very few left
who experienced the war. The older generation often has a certain picture of the war, while the younger generation doesn’t know
much about it. When these two mix in a Time Travel, it can be very
interesting to see what happens.
Meanwhile, the picture of what happened when Finland was at war
with Russia in the 1940s is very different. You have a clear enemy
and the actions seem straightforward. Or is it not that simple?
The Ostrobothnian children’s culture network BARK has worked with Historic Environment Education and Time Travels on both the civil war and the Second World War events. How do you do Time
Travels on difficult historical topics? What happens if people participating have very different pictures
of what happened?
Annina Ylikoski,
Museum educator and coordinator for The Ostrobothnian children’s culture network BARK, Finland

Training weeks in the Time Travel concept in Kalmar
Kalmar läns museum and Bridging Ages have organized four training courses in Historic Environment
Education and Time Travels in August and September, one week per course. Persons from the following countries have taken part: Estonia and Lithuania; Kenya and Uganda; South Africa; Serbia.

Students from Lars Kaggskolan high school in Kalmar, the Serbian delegation and staff from Kalmar läns
museum after the Time Travel to 1945.

Serbia, Tolerance and Diversity, We and the Others
Seven persons from Serbia, representing cultural organizations, Belgrade City Museum, Land Museum in Knjazevac, Department of Education, spent a week in Kalmar in a project on developing
programs on tolerance and diversity. The focus in Serbia is the second World War, sensitive issues,
concentration camps in Belgrade and the Kragujevac massacre in 1941. How can that knowledge
help people of today to develop critical thinking, tolerance, social inclusion and democracy?
Kalmar läns museum had written a special Time Travel for the Serbian training week, Kalmar 1945
and the reception of concentration camp prisoners but also German soldiers in the town. The Key
questions were about quilt, solidarity and diversity and engaged the group in vivid discussions and
opinions. The training week also contained a seminar on sensitive issues and educational programs,
a Forum play and many creative discussions.
Ebbe Westergren, Kalmar läns museum

“Even several days after the Time Travel the students were captured by the event.”
Maria Svensson, teacher at Lars Kaggskolan, Kalmar

”It was indeed fun and educating at the same time. I’m really thankful towards our Serbian guests, since
they added an international perspective to the discussions about World War II. It would be great if the
Time Travel could include people of even more nationalities.”
High school student from Lars Kaggskolan, Kalmar

Training week in Kalmar

Estonia and Lithuania
Four persons from Estonia (Tallinn City Museum and University of Tartu) and three persons from Lithuania (educators from Klaipeda district) spent one week in Kalmar in a Time Travel training course.
They took part in a Time Travel to the Iron age with grade three students, visited schools, the reconstructed fort Eketorp, had seminars, meetings and discussions. The Lithuanians visit was part of a
Creative Learning EU project.
”The Time Travel into the Iron Age gave the children the
opportunity to pick up practical skills like how to cook food or
how to make handicrafts and to reinforce knowledge about
the burial culture, milieu, clothing, cookery methods, iron
tooling and war techniques. The assignments were very interesting and they forced the pupils to think through things
and to make decisions.
The students were well prepared, disciplined, polite and
showed a real interest in different activities. As a teacher
I think that such kind of learning method has an important
impact on the socialisation of the pupils and it reinforces
knowledge about the historical period for a long time. The
pupils can use their acquired skill in the daily life.”

Sireli and Kristi from Tallin City Museum.

Maie Toomsalu, University of Tartu

“Learning about Time Travel methods, being part of a real
Time Travel with fantastic children gave us inpiration to try
something similar in Estonia. We were amazed how dedicated Ebbe and his colleagues were. So now we plan to
organize a Time Travel in Tallinn, but also give information
about this methodes to other museum educators at Tallinn
City Museum and wider. Thank you again for a great learning experience!”
Sireli Uusamaa and Kristi Paatsi, Tallinn City Museum

Prepare Iron Age food.

Kenya, Mathematics in the Historic Environment
Marguerite Khakasa O’Conner, Mueni Kiio and Mary Were, Kenyatta University, Nairobi, Phoebe
Awiti, National Museums of Kenya, Kisumu museum made a week visit in Kalmar in the ongoing project on “Mathematics in the Historic Environment”. Hosts were Mathematics Education in School of
Computer Science, Physics and Mathematics, Linnaeus University, Kalmar/ Växjö and Kalmar läns
museum.
Kenyatta University, Department of Education, Communication and Technology, and Linnaeus University, Mathematics Education have started an exchange for university teachers and soon also university students. The goal is to develop a closer connection between community life and education,
using nearby history and life experiences in teaching in Mathematics and History, “Life Mathematics”.
The Kenyan delegation took part in lessons at Barkesstorpsskolan, grade 6-9. They participated
in two Time Travels, with grade 8 students to 1903 and with grade 5 students to the Middle Ages,
1397. The highlight of the visit was a seminar at Linnaeus University on “Mathematics in the Historic
Environment”, with presentations from both the Kenyan and Swedish partners and discussions on
benefits and implications. The exchange and project will continue with workshops and seminars in
Kenya in January 2013.
Lena Westergren, Berit Roos-Johansson, Linnaeus University
Ebbe Westergren, Kalmar läns museum

Opposite page: Participants in the “Mathematics in the Historic Environment” project: Marguerite Khakasa
O’Conner, Berit Roos-Johansson, Mary Were, Lena Westergren, Mueni Kiio and Phoebe Awiti.

Training week in Kalmar

The delegation from Cape Winelands with some learners in the Time Travel to 1902.

South Africa, More Living – Active Age
Seven persons from Cape Winelands, South Africa, spent one week in Kalmar in the ongoing project
on elderly care and heritage, “More Living-Active Age”. Partners in Sweden are Kalmar municipality,
Mörbylånga municipality, Kalmar läns museum and Kalmar Regional Council, in South Africa Cape
Winelands District Municipality (CWDM), Bridiging Ages Western Cape and nine service centers/
elderly homes.
”Cape Winelands District Municipality has an agreement with the Kalmar Regional County in Sweden
to implement a More Living – Active Age project as a pilot. Nine Service Centers from the Cape Winelands are part of this pilot project together with the Swedish.
The first day of the visit the South African
delegation visited Kalmar läns Museum
and had a seminar on Elderly care and
heritage. Cape Winelands District municipality presented a progress report on
the more living project in South Africa.
Kalmar and Morbylånga municipalities
also presented their progress on the
side of Sweden.
The following two days we visited elderly homes and service centres in Kalmar
and Mörbylånga municipalities. There
were prepared programs and presentation of the centres and music.

Music entertainment at Äppelvägen service center in
Färjestaden, Mörbylånga.

We took part in a Time Travel to the turn of century 1900 with grade 8 learners in Monsterås, north of
Kalmar. A seminar was also organised on the Elderly care and heritage. We South Africans presented our contributions on the elderly care in the entire district. Kalmar and Mörbylånga municipalities,
Kalmar County museum, Kalmar regional Council and Linnaeus University also made presentations
on the topic. We ended the visit with strategic discussions on the subject and way forward.”
Goodman Xawuka, Cape Winelands District Municipality

Training week in Kalmar

“What a great privilege and honor it was for us from South-Africa,. Maria Baartman & Cheronica du
Preez – Springroses Service Centre for the Elderly, Montagu; Goodman Xawuka – CWDM & Louis
Marais – Bridging Ages Coordinator, to be part of the More Living – Active Age delegation that visited
Kalmar, Sweden.
We visited many old age homes and meeting points, that we call Service Centres for the elderly in
South-Africa and through this visit we recognized many similarities between Sweden and South-Africa
in this regard.
One such an example is that the elderly in both countries have similar needs. They need to be active
and part of a social group where they can interact with their peers for mental, physical and even emotional stimulation.
Differences though were also experienced. In South-Africa Service Centres were established predominantly in the rural disadvantaged communities to keep the elderly active in the community for as
long as possible. Government subsidizes only the frail care elderly fully that live in old age homes,
but not the mobile elderly. In order though for the mobile elderly to also benefit from government aid,
a starting point was to subsidize Service Centres so that the illiterate elderly can learn how to read
and write. From there they also get something to eat, as many of them are impoverished with very
little to eat. In Sweden however, the elderly are more likely to engage socially and work together on
arts and crafts.
We got new ideas that are inexpensive from the wonderful programs Kalmar has implemented in a
previous project on elderly care and heritage.
Another highlight was the talk by Professor Christen Erlingsson at the seminar that showed us the
difference that can be made when we engage the academic sector for support, since she is an
expert on the health care of elderly persons. We learned that we need to concentrate on the basic
things such as taking very good care of the health of the elderly.
Lastly we want to thank our hosts for the week, Kalmar läns museum, Kalmar and Mörbylånga municipalities and we trust that all the partners in the More Living – Active Age program will join hands
and make a huge success of it so that it can become a model for many other countries in the world.”
Cheronica du Preez, Spring Roses Service Center for the Elderly, Montagu

The Meaning of Time Travels in South Africa
Time Travels found fertile ground in South African because the very constitution of our country
enshrines the freedom of the human to think critically. Time Travels facilitate people in finding their
pasts, understanding them in new insightful ways, then comparing and connecting them with present
day situations.
Time Travels show Children why it’s necessary to re-visit old stories. Moreover, Time Travels allow
them to shine the spotlight on previously side-lined histories.
We have come a long way since the days of Apartheid but for the vast majority of masses, the question on their tongues is something Time Travels in South Africa would also encourage its participants
to explore, “How does the situation before 1994 compare to the present day? Are the previously
disadvantaged peoples better off, or do the vestiges of apartheid still linger on? If they do, what are
the reasons for it?”
Through Time Travels, we realize how culturally rich, talented and truly diverse our many communities are. The meaning of Time Travels is to allow people of today to come together in places of
history their ancestors lived, but on a level playing field. Moreover, they allow us to feel how it felt
to be those people. The meaning of Time Travels is to help educate people to have open minds, to
be tolerant and forgiving. We are being given a great gift, the gift of owning our history, so we can
decide whether to repeat it or not.
Mervyn Gouvais
High school teacher

Bridging Ages Conference 15-18 April 2013

Las Cruces, New Mexico, USA "Crossroads in History”
New Mexico State University in Las Cruces and the New Mexico Farm and Ranch Heritage
Museum will host next year's conference for the Bridging Ages organization.

Call for Papers
Bridging Ages, an international organization in Historical Environment Education and Time Travels,
seeks proposals for papers, panels, and workshops that investigate the use of local history to benefit
society today. Topics for this conference include but are not limited to: historic environment education
(the use of local history in and outside of classrooms); immigration (both past and present); memory
studies (how nearby history and local places influence how we remember); museums (the utilization
of local heritage for exhibits and programs, especially through living history and Time Travels); and
place history (how nearby landscapes impact our understanding of history and society). The goals of
this conference include creating interdisciplinary and multi-national exchanges and using the past to
improve the future.
We invite historians, educators, and community scholars from museums, universities and
schools, heritage organizations, living history
programs, and any other field of study to submit a proposal. Please send your proposal
to jhunner@nmsu.edu before October 15,
2012 and include the title, a 250 word abstract, and a short biography about yourself.

Tentative Conference Schedule
Monday, April 15: Opening reception 6 pm at Zuhl Museum with entertainment
Tuesday, April 16: Papers, panels and workshops during the day. Dinner at the Magoffin House 		
in El Paso, Texas.
Wednesday, April 17: Papers, panels and workshops during the day. Western dinner at Fort Selden State
Monument with entertainment
Thursday, April 18:Papers, panels and workshops in the morning. In the afternoon, conference participants will Time Travel to 1912 on the historic plaza of Mesilla. Also the joint conference of the New Mexico
Historical Society and the Arizona Historical Society will meet in Las Cruces then and they have been invited to join in the Time Travel. After the Time Travel, tours of the Mesilla plaza and the Taylor State Monument. Dinner at La Posta with entertainment.
Friday, April 19: Excursion to White Sands National Monument, Mescalero Indian Reservation, and
Lincoln where Billy the Kind escaped from jail.

Follow us on Facebook at ”Bridging Ages 2013 in Las Cruces, NM” for the latest updates on the conference.

Welcome!
Jon Hunner
New Mexico State University
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