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Bridging Ages conference in Tallinn,
Estonia, 3 - 5 June 2011

Almost 80 delegates from 10 different countries gathered at the conference, 29 were locals
(Estonians)-mostly teachers and museum staff. Others were visitors from Finland, Sweden,
South Africa, Turkey, Latvia, Italy, USA, Kenya and United Kingdom. The Time Travel to 1986
included as many as 120 persons.
The team at Tallinn City Museum is very happy with the interest and outcome and would like
to thank all lecturers, delegates and everybody who helped to organize the conference.

The Time Travel participants dressed up as students, teachers or foreign visitors, taking part in the classes at Tallinn
School No 8, 4 June 1986. The year 1986 brought a lot of changes and confusion, a turning point in history...

Using Time Travel to Explore Turning Points in History
The aim of the conference was to explore how to deal with turning points in history in today’s society.
What educational methods are useful in understanding and learning from turning points in the past?
How should the past be told and whose stories and perspectives are important? We listened to examples from all over the world how local historic sites and events can be used to explore turning points
and how the museums, schools, universities, municipalities and community organizations can contribute. During the three days the participants were able to choose from 17 presentations. The presentations and discussions were supplemented with study visits to Estonian History Museum, Kiek in de
Kök tower and Bastion Passages. On June 6 a study trip was organized to Harju and Viru counties in
Northern Estonia, where Palmse Manor, Rakvere Castle and Oandu Nature Center were visited.
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The second day of the conference the delegates gathered outside School No 8 before taking part in the
Time Travel to 1986. Historical facts, the scenario and key questions, the rules of the Time Travel was
repeated before dressing up in clothes of the actual time period.

Time Travel to 1986 at Tallinn School No 8, Estonian SSR
The second half of 1980s and the beginning of
1990´s was the time of major changes in Eastern Europe. The Time Travel took us back to the year 1986
- the time when the first signs of these changes could
be noticed in Estonian society. With this Time Travel
we wanted the participants to learn about Estonian
recent history and to experience what the society was
like in 1980s and in what way could future changes
be noticed in a everyday life. A school in Tallinn was
chosen for the Time Travel mostly because it connects to everybody and thus gives a great opportunity
for comparison. The Time Travel gave the participants a chance to experience both positive and negative sides of the society, but without creating serious
conflict situations. The scenario focused on a day at
school. The roles of the students were played by students from two local schools. All the other participants
played local teachers, other staff and foreign visitors,
who were able to take part in the lessons. All together
about 120 people participated in the Time Travel.
This was a very useful experince for the Tallinn City
Museum and we learned a lot. It was the first time we
organized a Time Travel for so many people. It was
also interesting to explore the possibilities of making
a Time Travel to a recent time.
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Learning how to use gasmasks was part of education at schools in Estonian SSR 1986.

Scenario

At Tallinn School No 8, 4 June 1986

School No 8 of Tallinn is seen as a model school in terms of organization and education.
Today is a very special day. Guests from many neighbouring regions and countries have been invited,
teachers and educators from Latvian SSR, Azerbaijan SSR, German DR, Finland, Sweden, Ireland and
others. The guests will take part in the classes and hopefully get a good and positive idea of how this model school is run. And of course be inspired to do something similar in their own schools.
But this year 1986 has brought a lot of confusion. There are many rumours in Tallinn and when people
travel they hear even more news. People talk about changes in the society. Quite many emphasize the
importance of the Estonian language and traditions. The Estonian flag is painted in many a student’s book.
And some teenagers dress almost like hippies or punks.
The Soviet leaders talk about imperialist provocations and they give serious warnings concerning provincialism and separatism.
Rumours and tensions, silent talk and loud voices, everybody understands that there are changes in the
air. What is happening in Tallinn and in other parts of the Soviet Empire? In the schools? For most persons
the discussions and rumours create confusion. What is our way for the future? Can we do anything ourselves? Many fear the possible violence.
But today is a day of celebration at Tallinn School No 8. The director and the teachers of the school hope
that everything will go smoothly and that the celebrations and classes won’t be disturbed by any provoking
discussions or arguments. The guests will be very well taken care of.

Presentations
The turning points in the past and the role of the museum today
Agrita Ozola, Tukums Museum, Latvia

How should the past be told and whose stories and perspectives are important to the
contemporary society? In what way can turning points in the past promote social cohesion and peace today?
On 23 August 1939 foreign ministers of the USSR and Germany – Molotov and von
Ribbentorp - signed a non-aggression pact wich affected the fate of Europe and the entire world. This pact led to the Second World War and the occupation of the three Baltic
States: Estonia, Latvia and Lithuania. This was a turning point in the lives of many
millions of people and quite many were deported to Siberia. Letters on birch bark were
written in the 1940s and 1950s by Latvians deported and imprisoned in Soviet concentration and labour
camps in Siberia to their relatives and friends. These 19 letters on birch bark are a symbolic testimony of
the tragedy of the Latvian nation in the 20th century and the effect of mass repression on individual lives.
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From the Cradle of Mankind to the defeat of Apartheid.

Gulshera Khan, Port Shepstone Twinning Association, South Africa
“Never, never, and never again shall one nation oppress another nation…”
Nelson Mandela May 10 1994.
Nelson Mandela and Mahatma Gandhi, two genuine international icons of the twentieth century, have left indelible imprints on South African history. Yet they would be the
first to say that they looked like giants because they stood on the shoulders of others –
the masses of ordinary people who gave them their support, actively and silently.What
were the perceptions of the ordinary people?
Time Travel seeks to unpack and articulate this: their interests (class and otherwise), the passion, the
fear and the hope that propelled millions to direct their energy to change the course of history. Time travel
at local sites, offers a unique and direct empowerment of the current generation, to not only understand
and claim their history, but more importantly to understand each other, in our diverse and dynamic South
Africa. These experiences offer invaluable lessons for the increasingly multicultural societies all over the
world, for healing and social cohesion. For us it also provides the opportunity to finally have a written
record of our history from our own and empowered perspective. This is really important for the dignity, self
- respect and affirmation of the majority whose histories are not found in the archives.
Full speech, BA website

The picture of a civil war – 90 years later.

Annina Ylikoski, The Ostrobothnian children’s culture network BARK, Vasa, Finland

Just after Finland had gained independence from Russia, a civil war broke out in 1918.
The war lasted only 4 months, but the wounds lasted for decades. Today, there are few
people left who experienced the war. Older people picture the war from the viewpoint
of the ideals of the adversaries. It is sometimes quite difficult to explain this war to the
young people. How do you explain the era and time, when so much was chaotic and
uncertain? The newly gained independence meant you were free to decide for yourself, but which path would Finland choose? How should the country be run?
In 2011, the Ostrobothnian Children’s Network BARK has been working on this issue, a turning point in our
history. Time Travels will be made in the fall of 2011.
Powerpoint, BA website

Turning Points and Lifestyle of the Samburus and other
People in Northern Kenya.
Steven Labarakwe, Education Officer, Laisamis district, Kenya

The indigenous peoples of Northern Kenya, the Samburu (cousins to the Masaai), Rendille, Borana, Gabra and the Turkana are notable examples of sustainable societies,
historically involved in diverse ecosystems that face the challenges of a globalized
world.
In Northern Kenya people’s lives have been revolutionised and generally changed by
for instance: global warming, gender parity, expanded road transport, mobile telephony, education, health care, water and conflicts. These events and turning points have affected the communities in terms of general settings, value systems and general outlook to life. The pastoralist communities of Northern Kenya, with specific centrality on the Samburu and Rendille communities, who besides
sharing a geographical locality and ecological conditions – share so much in common in social cultural
spheres of life.

More information: www.bridgingages.com

Some photos of the conference are available at:
www.linnamuuseum.ee/pildid/index.php or www.jaankynnap.eu/history
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Zaman Yolculuğu
The First National Time Travel Conference in Turkey
21 – 22 June 2011
The conference was hosted by Bayrakli, Bornova and
Karsiyaka municipalities in Izmir and Manisa municipality.

The first day of the conference was held at Yasar University in Izmir. 180 delegates from all over Turkey, representatives from more than 30 municipalities, listened to presentations on the Time Travel
project in the four Aegean municipalities 2008-2011. The Time Travel groups in Bornova, Bayrakli,
Karsiyaka and Manisa showed in words, photos and drama what they have experienced and learned
together with Kalmar County Museum and Kalmar municipality, Sweden.
A fantastic gift book of more than 100 pages, Zaman Yolculuğu, Time Travel, was released at the
conference. “Yasiyorum, Egleniyorum, Ögreniyorum”, “I live, I enjoy, I learn”.
The second day the delegates met in the neighbouring town Manisa to take part in a Time Travel to
1533 in the 16th century hospital at the Sultan Mosque Complex.
The conference including the Time Travel was a big success and
hopefully now more regions in Turkey will take on the Time Travel
method. TBB, Union of Municipalities in Turkey, was co organiser
of the conference.

Salih and Ebru İltenmiş.

The Conference Committee from the four municipalities

Erdem Muhtaroğlu,Bahar Balaban,Ümit Tunçağ,Emine Sabancı,Şebnem Güncü,Umut Devrim Eryarar, Melih
Elhan,Yonca Ekmekçi,Ebru İltenmiş.

Bridging Ages Turkey

The delegates at the conference in Izmir and Manisa decided to start Bridging Ages Turkey. Ebru
Iltenmis was elected as coordinator of the network.
The network has already a google group: timetravelturkey@google.groups.com. A website will be
designed soon and 2012 they will organize the Bridging Ages international conference in June.
Turkish Time Travellers are on the move.
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Time Travel to 1533 in Manisa,
Turkey

Passion and diseases
How do we help
our fellow sisters
and brothers?
The misfortunate?
The sick?

Power and profit
Is it a fair and just society?
Who has the power?
Who gets the profit?
What is my role as a worker,
merchant, woman, man, child?

Scenario

The Darüssifa in Manisa 1533

A lot of people gather in all parts of the Mosque complex, as always on a Friday. The Darüssifa, the
hosptal, at the Sultan Mosque has started to function, even if it’s not complete yet. People are curious to know what help they can get and if the treatment is appropriate.
Rumours say that the plague is coming back. Many are afraid that they might have been infected
by the plague or by other diseases. They want an examination to check if they are all right. Others
come to the Darüssifa out of curiosity.
There is a doctor in the hospital and a couple of assistants that examine and diagnose the illness,
both physically and mentally. Also music is used to treat diseases. Inside the Darüssifa there are
rooms for those who have to stay for a longer time to get well.
While people are waiting, some just sit and talk, others help in preparing the food, play games, try
the music treatment or help in making the medicine. Everybody knows that Hafsa Sultan was cured
by a medicine called the Mesir paste, with more than 40 ingredients. Maybe that paste can help me
as well?
When people meet there are always a lot of discussions and opinions about life in Manisa, justice
and injustice, power and profit, rich and poor, men and women, diseases and cure. And what is my
opinion about life in Manisa? Is it a fair society?
The Shezade Mustafa, Hafsa Sultan’s grandson, and all his companions have recently come to Manisa. The tradesmen hope for better business. On a Friday the Sehzade is expected to the Mosque.
Will they even visit the Darüssifa? Some talk about an inspection…
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While people are waiting to be examined by the doctor
some help to make some medicine, or even the Mesir
paste.

Suddenly the Sehzade Mustafa, Hafsa Sultan’s
grandson, shows up for an inspection at the hospital.
The lively discussions about life in Manisa stops and
everyone listen to what he has to say.

There were many opinions about life in Manisa, justice and injustice, rich and poor, diseases and cure. Gender discussions stirred up a lot of feelings among men and women. What is the role of women in society?
The role of men?

First invitation to the Bridging Ages
International Conference 2012
Izmir and Manisa, Turkey
early June 2012

The conference is hosted by Manisa, Karsiyaka,
Bornova and Bayrakli municipalities together with
Bridging Ages Turkey and Bridging Ages International
More information will follow

Welcome!
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Silent voices, emerging stories

Bridging Ages South Africa
National Conference
in conjunction with the provincial Oral History Conference
Mpumalanga - Pilgrim’s Rest
1 - 3 November 2011
Presentations - Workshops - Time Travel to 1922
Information:
Kgomotso Mokgethi, Department of Culture, Sport and Recreation Mpumalanga
kmokgethi@mpg.gov.za
Tizzie Mangiagalli, Bridging Ages South Africa
bmangiagalli@worcestermuseum.org.za
www.bridgingages.com

Bridging Ages Northern Kenya (BANK)

A new branch of Bridging Ages was formed in northern Kenya in June 2011, as a CBO (Community
Based Organization). The aim is to develop communities in northern Kenya. Vision: “Make the community members have tools to choose their own way of living and that will contribute to improved living
conditions”. The group has started to collect data on historical sites, customs and traditions of the
Samburu and Rendille tribes in Ngurunit. Leader of the CBO is Steven Labarakwe. You can find BANK
on Facebook. steven_labarakwe@yahoo.com

In May 2011 a workshop on Heritage and Mathematic Education was held in Ngurunit,
Kenya by Linnaeus University and Kalmar County Museum, Sweden together with the
local community and National Museums of Kenya.

Editor: Helen Eklund (helen.eklund@kalmarlansmuseum.se) and Annina Ylikoski (annina.ylikoski@obotnia.fi)
Ebbe Westergren, Kalmar County Museum, Sweden - president of the Bridging Ages Organization.
ebbe.westergren@kalmarlansmuseum.se
Kalmar County Museum, Box 104, 391 21 Kalmar, Sweden. Tel: 00 46 480 45 13 45
Layout: Birger Ohlson
To be part of the mailing list, subscribe to the newsletter or send your contributions,
please e-mail ebbe.westergren@kalmarlansmuseum.se
Next newsletter December 2011
www.bridgingages.com
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