There’s a lot happening!
There is a lot going on in Bridging Ages! In March, we met in South Africa for an expert seminar, when 20
South African and 15 international delegates discussed the Time Travel principles and how to make Bridging
Ages a vibrant and strong organization. In collaboration with South Africa’s Department of Arts and Culture,
the Swedish embassy and the Finnish embassy we had a very creative seminar. We discussed the
organization, research and marketing, both internationally and nationally. A whole day was dedicated to
discussing the Time Travel process and event. In the discussions it became clear that we agree on what
should be included in the Time Travel process and event and above all, what a Time Travel is. This is
fantastic to take to the conference in Kalmar in September!
After the expert seminar, the work continued for Bridging Ages International in different provinces in South
Africa with people from Finland and Sweden. We did trainings and Time Travels, got inspired and planned
many new projects.
One thing I hope for the future is that countries would have the opportunity to do collaborations in projects
or otherwise. To exchange ideas and practices, to learn and be inspired by each other. How do you manage
the work? Who do you collaborate with? Do we have similarities and differences we could learn from?
These collaborations can be between two countries or many countries. There are a couple of them which
have taken place during the last year; Italy-USA, South Africa-Sweden-Finland, Sweden-Kenya and then as a
new one; Finland-Estonia-Latvia-Lithuania. I know there is many in the process and I hope all of you who
come to the conference use the opportunity to make new friends and contacts and see what you have in
common! Perhaps it can be a new project?
Annina Ylikoski
Regional Council of Ostrobothnia, Finland
Photo by:
Viktoria Nylund

WWW.BRIDGINGAGES.COM

BRIDGING AGES INTERNATIONAL

Definitions of the Time Travel method
What the expert seminar agreed on in Pretoria
South Africa 29-31.3 2016
Definition
The Time Travel Method
An educational method using local heritage in a
profound learning process, to create reflection on
contemporary issues and provide tools for
development of the community

The 5 principles of the Time Travel method
•
The use of local sites and stories
•
Key questions, connecting contemporary
issues with the past
•
Working together, several partners
•
Different perspectives of today and the past,
mainly bottom-up approach
•
Reflective dialogue in the process and in the
event

Goal
The goal is to promote social cohesion and
contribute to community building
Aims and objectives
The aim is to create community groups and
support education in schools, as platforms for
learning, dialogue and reflection. This comprises
continued processes and events.
Each Time Travel program outlines its specific
objectives
The Time Travel Process
and the Time Travel Event
The Time Travel process is the common
engagement of people, using local heritage as a
platform for learning and dialogue in the
community. Several components are utilized in
the process.
In the Time Travel event the participants engage
in a story at a local historical site to create
reflection on a contemporary issue, and generate
plans for the future.
Target groups are local communities and schools.

WWW.BRIDGINGAGES.COM

Photo by:
Viktoria Nylund

BRIDGING AGES INTERNATIONAL

International Time Travel training before the conference in Kalmar, Sweden
Before the annual international conference there was a training in the Time Travel method 5-9.9 2016. The
participants came from Kenya, Latvia, Norway, South Africa and Uganda and the course took place at
Kalmar County Museum. The course was a collaboration between Sweden and Finland, since it was led by
Ebbe Westergren and Tina Lindström from Kalmar County Museum and Annina Ylikoski from the Regional
Council of Ostrobothnia. Also other staff from Kalmar County Museum took part and showed for example
how to store props and costumes for Time Travels.

Getting ready and finding coustuems for all the
different Time Travels…

Time Travel to 1917 to Garpen’s lighthouse

Photo by:
Annina
Ylikoski,
Johanna
Ejderstedt

The group is ready to travel to 1397 at Borgholm castle!
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And we were written about in local newspaper as well…

Every participant got a new blue Bridging Ages t-shirt
and a certificate.

Time Travel to the Stone Age.
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Bridging Ages work at the McGregor
museum, Kimberley
After much planning and enthusiastic training,
Bridging Ages kicked off in Kimberley, South
Africa with two Time Travel Events taking place.
The first Time Travel at Wildebeest Kuil, was
scheduled to take place on 7 April 2016, however
had to be postponed until 8 April 2016 due to
rainy weather we ended up doing two Time
Travels at different locations in one day.
In the morning we did a Time Travel event in
Galeshewe, of events that took place on 8
November 1952, in response to the ANC’s
Defiance Campaign (where non-white citizens
defied the laws of segregation) during the
apartheid years.
Grade 11 learners from
Kimberley Girls High School participated with
great enthusiasm. Learners wrote speeches and
poems, sang freedom songs, mended clothing
and prepared food.

In the afternoon we moved on to Wildebeest Kuil
and the 1850’s when encroaching European
settlers were requested to vacate territory that
rightfully belonged to the Khoe-San.
Kousop, the leader of the Khoe-San, tasked
Richard Miles (a Tswana catechist) to write letters
to the Afrikaaner settlers. This led to a meeting
where Major Warden of the Orange Free State
negotiated with Kousop on behalf of the
Afrikaaner settlers. Conflict ensued, which led to
the defeat of Kousop and his people. Learners
from a nearby Khoi-San settlement were invited
to attend the Time Travel. They engaged in
activities such as food preparation, stone
knapping for weapons, rock painting and making
ostrich eggshell beaded jewellery. Major Warden
arrived and learners were given the opportunity
to give their input in decision making with regard
to whether or not the Kousop should have led his
people into war with the Settlers. Learners
participated actively in the dramatics and some
of the braver ones danced as others clapped and
sang.
Both Time Travels were very successful and the
McGregor
Museum
will
facilitate
the
continuation and further development of Time
Travel in Kimberley.
Samatha-Lee Blackenberg
McGregor Museum
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Learner on the way to 1952 in Galeshewe.
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On the road in South Africa
The third week in this international Bridging Ages
collaboration between South Africa, Sweden and
Finland we arrived in Cape Town. For both of us
this is the first time in South Africa. We have met
so many nice people and seen so much
engagement in the Time Travel method during
this week.
In Mamre nine champions in Time Travel and
Landscape education got their certificates. We
had a Time Travel in the Nature Garden and we
got new ideas how to implement a stronger
collaboration between nature and culture in our
countries Sweden and Finland. This was the end
of phase one but also the beginning of phase two.
We are confident that Cape Nature will continue
and develop Tme Travel and landscape education
within their organization.
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Then we moved on to KwaZuluNatal. We went
inland to Emaus mission station near Umzimkulu.
Gulshera and the Port Shepstone Twinning
association had arranged a very good Time Travel
to 1904. The sisters and the father living on the
mission station were a part on the time travel
together with pupils from three local schools and
a lot of engaged community members.
When we summarize our experiences we mostly
think about the engagement from everybody
involved. Apart from the Time Travels and the
training we also had a meeting with the
department. It is inspiring to see something grow
and become more sustainable and the Time
Travel method really does that!
Linda Liljeberg Sweden and
Lilian Pettersson-Smeds, Finland
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Time Travel with Cape Nature in Western Cape.
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The board of Bridging Ages
Annina Ylikoski
President
Elected 2009, reelected 2011, 2013 and 2015
The Ostrobothnian Children’s Culture Network
BARK, Regional Council of Ostrobothnia, Vaasa,
Finland
e‐mail: annina.ylikoski@obotnia.fi.
Tina Lindström
Vice President
Elected 2014
Kalmar County Museum, Sweden
e‐mail: tina.lindstrom@kalmarlansmuseum.se
Ebbe Westergren
Honorary President
Elected 2007, reelected 2009, 2011 and 2013
Kalmar county museum, Sweden
e‐mail: ebbe.westergren@kalmarlansmuseum.se
Cecile Franchetti
Elected 2015
Venice, Italy
e‐mail: cecile.franchetti@gmail.com
Jon Hunner
Elected 2007, reelected 2009, 2011, 2013 and
2015
New Mexico State University Las Cruces, NM
e‐mail: jhunner@nmsu.edu

Ebru Iltenmis
Elected 2010, reelected 2012 and 2014
Manisa Municipality Children Culture and Art
Center Manisa Turkey
e‐mail: bilgi@manisa.bel.tr
Stephen Labarakwe
Elected 2015
Marsabit County Government, Kenya
e‐mail: steven_labarakwe@yahoo.com
Agrita Ozola
Elected 2007, reelected 2008, 2010, 2012 and
2014
Tukums Museum, Tukums, Latvia
e‐mail: tukmuz@apollo.lv, agritaozola@inbox.lv
Jabulani Phelago
Elected 2014
Freedom Park, Pretoria, South Africa
e‐mail: jabulani@freedompark.co.za
Pille Rohtla
Elected 2014
Audentes Scool, Tallinn, Estonia
e‐mail: pille.rohtla@audentes.ee

Editors

Annina Ylikoski, Tina Lindström

Contact

Annina Ylikoski, Regional Council of Ostrobothnia, Finland, President of Bridging Ages International
annina.ylikoski@obotnia.fi
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Regional Council of Ostrobothnia
To be part of the mailing list or subscribe to the newsletter, please send an e-mail to:
annina.ylikoski@obotnia.fi
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