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President’s corner
For me, as newly elected president of Bridging Ages I have a really exciting task in front of me. To work and
coordinate all of the fantastic work that is done by all of you in Bridging Ages all over the world, is a
positively fascinating job!
To experience a Time Travel, to learn through history is an engaging concept. It’s hard to stand on the
sidelines and don’t care, when you are in a heated argument about women’s rights, thrown in prison or
asked to take a stand on emigrating or not. These are all questions that are
current today, even though it’s happening in another time. In a world that
keeps on changing, a concept where you work to engage people is fantastic.
And what engages people? Things that are talked about in the society! The
problems, concerns, hot topics… For me, as a historian, I’m always fascinated
by that most things have happened before as well. The question “can we
learn from history” is a hard one; but by the Time Travel method we can
learn through history. “The only constant thing is change” said Heraclitus, a
Greek philosopher and here I feel the Time Travel method really can be of
use in a society.
The question of change is of course also true for Bridging Ages as a whole.
Bridging Ages is growing at a steady past in many countries and there are a
lot of interesting things happening. How do we fit in the changing world? To
adapt to the time, but at the same time building a bridge between the past
and the present through the Time Travel method, there’s the challenge… But
here we have an advantage: we are from different corners of the world and
learn and get inspired from one another. People from different professional
fields have different views that can be used to make the Time Travel method
work on a broader arena.
So how do I see the future for Bridging Ages? It’s a fantastic, enthusiastic and
growing organization Ebbe left over and I hope we can still be an inclusive
and engaging group that works together in projects, seminars, conferences,
publications, promoting… There are many of you with a lot of knowledge and
experience of the Time Travel method and I look forward to working with the
truly engaging organization that is Bridging Ages!
Annina Ylikoski
president of Bridging Ages International
Regional Council of Ostrobothnia
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The Bridging Ages international conference “A place, border – different stories” took place in Dundalk,
Ireland on June 2-5th 2015. There were 70 people from 13 countries that took part.

A Bridging Ages International
Conference from the Organizers
Perspective
When I think of this year’s Bridging Ages
conference in Dundalk, a certain book from 1928
comes to my mind: Entitled ‘An t-Oileanach (The
Islander)’, the book details the nature of life of
Thomas O’Crohan, a fisherman on the Blasket
Islands on the south-west coast of Ireland. Its
opening line, NÍ bhéidh ár leithéid ann arís – our
like will never be seen again. That week in June
2015 we were afforded the opportunity to renew
old friendships and make new ones. During
formal and informal discussions we were treated
to a variety of papers which ultimately provided
all those present with insight and inspiration in
equal measure.
Through the various presentations made before
us were a variety of opportunities and structures,
ideas and initiatives to establish new ways of
engaging with the past in manner that facilitated
discussion,
investigation,
empathy
and
understanding.

As conference organizer and someone new to the
principle of the Bridging Ages I found the week to
an invigorating experience. To make so many
new friends, to have my eyes opened to so many
different
historical meetings and life encounters was and is
both humbling and life-affirming. To have the
opportunity to discuss new ideas and entertain
the possibility of new projects, to me, represents
the ultimate professional opportunity. This is
something which many people are unable to
enjoy, experience or even contemplate and yet,
for that week in June such opportunities were
palpable in every conversation.
Ultimately I would hope that delegates enjoyed
the opportunity to savour just some aspects of
Irish culture, history and hospitality. These are
the qualities that define us as a race; they reflect
who we are and our values – in many ways the
Bridging Ages value system strikes at this core
and remind us of the veracity of O’Crohan’s
opening line - NÍ bhéidh ár leithéid ann arís.
Brian Walsh
Dundalk County Museum
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Brian Walsh and delegates from South
Africa.
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Reflections from Bridging Ages
Conference in Dundalk, Ireland,
2-5th June 2015
The Conference kicked off in the town hall of
Dundalk, with many friends and new
acquaintances and the same evening we enjoyed
a welcome dinner at the Plaza Hotel. The
following days interesting papers and workshops
were presented on a variety of topics from
museums to the classroom. We ourselves talked
about subject-integrated learning in secondary
schools, with examples from our own school in
Finland.
The conference was an amazing experience; one
could take part in the situation of the other
participants' history, culture and how they deal
with difficult situations. We met interesting
people from many other countries. To quote the
inspiring Ebbe Westergren, the founder of
Bridging Ages: "People get together - and talk"
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We got an overview of the conflict (called "The
Troubles") with people from "both sides and
those stuck between" and how they deal with the
situation today. The highlight of this topic was
the tour along the border and the trip to Belfast
and the painted peace walls.
Matias Norrgrann
Lecturer in History and Social studies
& Carl-Oscar Granberg
Teacher in English and Geography, Finland

Photo by:
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Tina Lindström, vice-president, on the tour to Belfast.
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An inclusive country for all
South Africa’s first national public Time
Travel event at Walter Sisulu Square,
Kliptown, Soweto
At the end of June this year a public Time Travel
event was held at the Freedom Square in
Kliptown, Soweto. The Time Travel was based on
the 60th Anniversary of the adoption of the
Freedom Charter by the Congress of the People
on 26 June 1955 and held on the very same place.
The Freedom Charter clarified the purpose of the
liberation struggle by presenting clear demands
to the South African apartheid regime. It became
a foundation document on which the South
African constitution was based during the
democratic era. Ten clauses: “The people shall
govern”, “All national groups hall have equal
rights”…
In 1955 provincial preparations were made and
delegates collected “demands” from the public,
which were presented to the Congress of the
People in Kliptown. The Time Travel event in
2015 took a similar form and several provinces
were involved. Time Travel groups in KZN,
Western Cape, North West and Gauteng
prepared demands which they brought to
Kliptown.
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The Time Travel was attended by over 300 people
from all over South Africa as well as from the
local community, a mix of adults and learners.
Deputy Minister of Arts and Culture, Ms Rejoice
Mabudafhasi and the Swedish Ambassador in
South Africa, Anders Hagelberg started off with
expressing support and gratitude. An interactive
drama of 1955 followed, ending with the “police”
coming and trying to disperse the crowd.
However, the major focus in the Time Travel
event was on the present and what the Freedom
Charter means today. Each of the ten clauses was
interpreted in today’s society by the participants
and presented in songs, poems, illustrations,
speeches and drama. New and current issues
were being brought to the fore. The Time Travel
really succeeded in demonstrating the value of
subjecting past events to the present to form the
future.
The Time Travel event was organized by the South
African Department of Arts and Culture, Bridging
Ages South Africa, Bridging Ages International,
Hector Pieterson/Kliptown Museum with the
support from several others.
Jabulani Phelago
Chairperson Bridging Ages South Africa
Photo by:
Ebbe Westergren
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Using the past to create the future
The time travel held in the freedom charter
square in Kliptown was an eye opening
experience for the youth of Kliptown and other
young participants from different parts of South
Africa.
As young people of KINGS (Kliptown Innovative
Native Group of Services NPO 142-326), a nonprofit organization in Kliptown, are grateful and
feel honored to be taking part in bringing about
the success of the Time Travel. KINGS took part in
the preparations and led some of the workshops
working with the 10 clauses of today. We believe
that using the past fruitfully we can create the
future, this was made possible by the 1955 dresscodes and historical speeches from different
speakers that was also part of the environmental
and historical learning of the time travel.

Africa. This effective partnership between
Bridging Ages, Kings and other stakeholders is
highly appreciated which soon will be seen
reaching better heights.
Neo Tom
Kings member
Photos by:
Ebbe Westergren
The Time Travel part to 1955 (below)

Our objective with the program is to continue the
legacy of this learning method and increase
participation in Time Travels throughout South
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Time Travel event at the Maseno
Maths Camp, Kenya
Since 2011, Maseno University in Kenya is hosting
a yearly maths camp organised by the Kenyan
NGO African Mathematics Initiative (AMI). The
maths camps give students between 12 and 19
the opportunity to learn mathematics in a
different way, inspiring them to develop a
positive attitude to the subject. The cooperation
between Maseno University and Linnaeus
University, Sweden, made it possible that for the
first time, a Time Travel event was integrated in
the maths camp activities.
Maseno School, not only sits right on the
equator, but is also the oldest formal school in
Kenya, established in 1906. British mathematician
Edward Carey Francis came to Kenya and became
the headmaster of the school in 1928. On his
arrival, he was of the opinion that advanced
education and mathematics should not be
accessible to Kenyans, but later changed his
mind.
On 19th August 2015, the 75 participants and
facilitators of the Maseno Maths Camp
(international and local university students and
lecturers, maths teachers, educators and high
school students), together with the team from
Linnaeus University, Sweden, travelled back in
time to the arrival of Carey Francis in January
1928. The Time Travel was set during the
preparation of his welcoming, involving students
and teachers of Maseno school as well as the
local community. He will need a new office
building, located just on the equator. The
classrooms have to be refurbished with new
floors. The villagers are keen to show the local
culture by presenting Luo and Luhya dances and
drum rhythms. Everybody wants to impress Carey
Francis by demonstrating that they are capable of
solving complex mathematical tasks.
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The Time Travel included characters that
provided clues for solving logical challenges: a
local shop-owner, a salesman, carpenter, farmer,
tailor, explorers and the local chief. How to find
the equator? How should the classroom floors be
designed using geometric patterns? How to write
down complex drumming rhythms? All of these
activities required the participants to be
innovative and creative, and challenged them
mathematically as they had to solve problems
they never encountered before.
The Time Travel event constructively integrated
history as a teaching tool for mathematical
critical thinking. The activities required logical
abstraction, creativity, and the ability to identify
the most adequate scientific approach, which can
be difficult especially when different sources
provide contradicting information. The historical
setting allowed the participants to explore the
historical importance of the place, and moreover
gave them new insights into how and where
mathematics can be applied.
Maxwell Fundi, Kenyan volunteer at the Maseno
Maths Camp, reflected the feeling of many
participants when we said “this was an amazing
experience... it really felt like 1928“.
Franca Hoffmann
Photo by:
Franka Hoffman
Maybe a local woman has the answers?
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The board of Bridging Ages
Annina Ylikoski
President
Elected 2009, reelected 2011, 2013 and 2015
The Ostrobothnian Children’s Culture Network
BARK, Regional Council of Ostrobothnia, Vaasa,
Finland
e-mail: annina.ylikoski@obotnia.fi.
Tina Lindström
Vice President
Elected 2014
Kalmar County Museum, Sweden
e-mail: tina.lindstrom@kalmarlansmuseum.se
Ebbe Westergren
Honorary President
Elected 2007, reelected 2009, 2011 and 2013
Kalmar county museum, Sweden
e-mail: ebbe.westergren@kalmarlansmuseum.se
Cecile Franchetti
Elected 2015
Venice, Italy
e-mail: cecile.franchetti@gmail.com
Jon Hunner
Elected 2007, reelected 2009, 2011, 2013 and
2015
New Mexico State University Las Cruces, NM
e-mail: jhunner@nmsu.edu
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Ebru Iltenmis
Elected 2010, reelected 2012 and 2014
Manisa Municipality Children Culture and Art
Center Manisa Turkey
e-mail: bilgi@manisa.bel.tr
Stephen Labarakwe
Elected 2015
Marsabit County Government, Kenya
e-mail: steven_labarakwe@yahoo.com
Agrita Ozola
Elected 2007, reelected 2008, 2010, 2012 and
2014
Tukums Museum, Tukums, Latvia
e-mail: tukmuz@apollo.lv, agritaozola@inbox.lv
Jabulani Phelago
Elected 2014
Freedom Park, Pretoria, South Africa
e-mail: jabulani@freedompark.co.za
Pille Rohtla
Elected 2014
Audentes Scool, Tallinn, Estonia
e-mail: pille.rohtla@audentes.ee
Photo by:
Kaari Siemer
The new board holds the first meeting in Ireland with
stand-ins from Estonia and South Africa.
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Welcome to the Bridging Ages International Conference!
“Let’s do it – social cohesion through applied heritage and the Time Travel method”
14-16.9 2016 in Kalmar, Sweden

The conference is organized by
Kalmar County Museum, The Regional Council of Kalmar County, The Church of Sweden & Linneaus
University
Photo by:
Kalmar County Museum

Editors
Annina Ylikoski, Ebbe Westergren, Helen Eklund

Contact
Annina Ylikoski, Regional Council of Ostrobothnia, Finland, President of Bridging Ages International
annina.ylikoski@obotnia.fi

Layout
Regional Council of Ostrobothnia
To be part of the mailing list or subscribe to the newsletter, please send an e-mail to:
ebbe.westergren@kalmarlansmuseum.se

Next newsletter
December 2015
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