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President’s Corner:
Culture curriculum – a chance to make
Time Travels a possibility for all?
The New Year has come with a lot of interesting
possibilities and challenges. One thing which has
been on the agenda the last year is how to sus‐
tain the heritage and Time Travel education,
what system would secure this a part of the edu‐
cation for all children in a city or municipality.
How would the heritage education and the Time
Travel be an equal possibility for all children of a
certain age in a city or a municipality? Can this be
done? What does it require?
In the countries of Bridging Ages there are differ‐
ent models on how to sustain the method. In
Finland, I have been much involved in the plan‐
ning of the regional and local curriculums. In Sep‐
tember 2016, there will be a new national cur‐
riculum in Finland. The curriculums are usually re‐
written between 10‐15 year intervals, to live up
the changes in society. In this new curriculum,
learning areas, interdisciplinary learning and
theme based learning is much encouraged. Also
the need for an own culture curriculum is en‐
couraged. So that’s why, when the 16 municipali‐
ties in the Ostrobothnian region wrote their cur‐
riculum, I have been discussing how to make cul‐
ture and heritage a clear part of it. A clear plan in
which you state at which grade you do the thea‐
tre visit, Time Travel, concert, art work shop… All
this is of course closely linked to the curriculum
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and the subjects that come up there. This means
there is a plan, also how to finance it. This is a
way of making it culture experiences equal; now
matter if your teacher is interested in history and
culture or if your school is far away you are still
granted the experience and learning of it. If we
look at the Time Travel, you can include many
different art forms and culture institutions into
the Time Travel process; you can read about the
theme and research in the library, learn dances
and music from the time period or work with the
drama educators. BARK already have a system for
this in some municipalities, but this process has
brought even more partners on‐board, as more
learn of the method and its possibilities.
I have also with interest taken part in the South
African Bridging Ages educational committees
work. To work out an educational manual for
Time Travel and where it fits in the curriculum,
have been fascinating to see hand‐in‐hand with
the work in Finland and the culture curriculums. I
hope there can be manuals and plans for every
country in Bridging Ages and I’m looking forward
to seeing what exciting plans we can work out
together! I’m very excited to see what the future
will bring!
Annina Ylikoski
President, Bridging Ages International
Regional Council of Ostrobothnia
Photo by:
Tegengrenskolan, Vörå
Time Travel to 1910, Vörå.
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co‐ordinated efforts aimed at ensuring nation‐
wide introduction of the Time Travel method.

Time Travel on the agenda
as the Swedish and South African
ministers meet
In 2004 the Time Travel methodology was intro‐
duced to South Africa, specifically the Cape Wine‐
lands District Municipality. After that introduction
other provinces, non‐governmental organisations
and institutions followed. The involvement of the
South African Department of Arts and Culture
took the implementation of the Time Travel
methodology to a higher level. The meeting held
by the South African Minister of Arts and Culture,
Mr Nathi Mthethwa and his Swedish counterpart,
Minister Alice Bah Kuhnke heralded a new epi‐
sode in the utilisation of the Time Travel method
to engage with the past, present and the future.
The meeting was held on 25 January 2016 at
Freedom Park and items included in the agenda
included shared experiences on social cohesion,
collaboration between Freedom Park and the
Nordic Africa Institute, and promotion of reading.
However, one of the most significant agenda
items included agreement on support for the
consolidation of Time Travel methodology im‐
plementation in South Africa. That agreement is
very important as it means structured and well‐

Presently, in South Africa the network organisa‐
tion which propagates and facilitates the imple‐
mentation of the Time Travel method is Bridging
Ages South Africa (BASA). This organisation is
linked to Bridging Ages International. Provinces
such as the Western Cape, KwaZulu‐Natal, Gau‐
teng, North‐West and Northern Cape are actively
involved in conducting Time Travel events. Free
State and Mpumalanga provinces have shown
interest and there are attempts to support and
strengthen their efforts.
It became very clear that collaboration is not just
limited to words as there was commitment that
both countries will take part in the Bridging Ages
Conference which will take place in Sweden. The
conference will be centred around the theme of
“Social Cohesion Through Applied Heritage and
the Time Travel method”. The meeting was con‐
cluded by a tour of Freedom Park which ce‐
mented agreements reached as Freedom Park is
“an icon of humanity and freedom”.
Jabulani Phelago
Chairperson Bridging Ages South Africa (BASA)
Photo by:
Jabulani Phelago

WWW.BRIDGINGAGES.COM

BRIDGING AGES INTERNATIONAL

BRIDGINGAGES

Welcome to the conference in Kalmar 13‐15.9 2016!
Here is a preliminary program for the conference. Please check the conference’s webpage
http://conference.bridgingages.com for updates on the program and information on registration,
hotels and the excursion.

Conference Program
Tuesday 13th of September
9:00
10:00
11:00
12:00
13:00
15:00
15.30
17:30
19:00

Registration, tea/coffee, mingling
Conference opening
Keynote speaker
Lunch
Parallel sessions
Break, tea/coffee
Parallel sessions
End of sessions
Evening event

Wendsday 14th of September
9:00
12:00
13:00
15.00
15.30
17.30
19:00

Time travel
Lunch
Parallel sessions
Break, tea/coffee
Parallel sessions
End of sessions
Evening event

Thursday 15th of September
8:30
10:30
11:00
13:00
14:00
15:30
16:00
17:00
17:30

Parallel sessions
Break, tea/coffee
Parallel sessions
Lunch
Keynote speaker
Break, tea/coffee
Plenary session, discussions
End of sessions
Bridging Ages board meeting

Evening free
Friday 16th of September
9:00

Excursion (separate fee)
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Registration

Accommodation

The registration for the conference opens in
April 2016.

Every conference guest books their own accom‐
modation. There are many nice hotels in Kalmar.

Conference fee

Scandic Hotel ‐ www.scandichotels.se/kalmar



Early bird (until June 1st 2016):
2.300 SEK
(sales tax of 25% not included, refers to those
paying as private persons in the EU and
Swedes)



N.B. Please mention “Bridging Ages” when you book.

Hostel Svanen ‐ www.hotellsvanen.se.

Late bird (after June 1st 2016):
2.700 SEK
(sales tax of 25% not included)



A number of rooms are pre‐booked at Scandic
Hotel in Kalmar. Price: 1.190 SEK/night/ single
room. A double room is cheaper/person.

”Non western” (those outside Europe
and Northern America):
1.800 SEK

Hostel Svanen has a hostel and hotel side. Here
you can find rooms in different price ranges,
starting from 195 SEK/night (shared room). If you
choose the hostel please notice that linen and
breakfast are not included in the price.

Excursion fee

Welcome to the conference!

There is a separate fee for the excursion, which
will be announced on the website in April.

Kalmar läns museum, The Regional Council of
Kalmar County, The church of Sweden & Linneaus
University.

Photo by:
Kalmar läns museum
The Time travel at the conference will be to 1945
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A Time Travel to 1991 ‐ Fire‐camp at
the Barricades
In Tukums, Latvia it is a tradition to meet at a fire‐
camp in the central square of the town. The cen‐
tral square is called the Freedom Square (Brīvības
laukums) and when you meet at the fire‐camp
you discuss the most important every person has
– freedom.
Tukums museum organises public Time Travels
around the year on different themes, but every
January, no matter how cold it it, there is a Time
Travel about the Barricades in 1991. We work
together ‐ one makes the fire‐camp, one make
sandwiches and another make tea. On January
25, 2016 there were 187 children and adults par‐
ticipated in a public Time Travel devoted to Barri‐
cades 1991.
The Barricades were a series of confrontations
between patriots and forces loyal to the Soviet
Union. They took place mainly in Riga in January
1991. The events are named for the popular ef‐
fort of building and protecting barricades from 13
January until about 27 January. Latvia, which had
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declared restoration of independence in 1990
was afraid that the Soviet Union might attempt to
regain control over the country by force. After
attacks by the Soviet OMON in early January
1991, the government called on people to build
barricades for protection of possible targets. Six
people were killed in further attacks, several
were wounded in shootings or beaten by OMON.
A total of 15,611 people from all the Latvia terri‐
tory have registered as having been participants
of the Barricades, including people from Tukums.
The public Time Travel in Tukums to 1991 is an
annual event where participants of the Barricades
meet youngsters near a fireplace, sing songs,
drink tea and speak about freedom, independ‐
ence and democracy, about dreams and hopes of
today. You meet and discuss as you did in 1991;
about what freedom and democracy meant then,
now and in the future.
Agrita Ozola
Tukums Museum, Latvia
Photo by:
Kristine Ozola
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Pre‐school children experiences glass
in the Kingdom of Chrystal
Once a year, all the 5 year olds in the municipality
of Emmaboda, the heart of the Kingdom of Chrys‐
tal, make a visit to The Glass Factory in Boda.
In the 1960’s and 70’s Boda and other glass works
teemed with life and creativity. But – times are
changing. The handmade glass was competed by
industrial works. In 2009 the Municipality of Em‐
maboda secured the extensive historical glass

as a creative meeting place for collaboration,
participation and experimental processes.
The children’s visit is the start of a program from
pre‐school to secondary, about learning and ex‐
periencing their local heritage.
The idea is to start reflections about glass and
glass making in a historical perspective. During
this first visit they are guided through the mu‐
seum and can also experience glass blowing by
trying it on… Seems easy but it’s not!
Then they take a walk
in the surroundings and
visit a small house that
once
belonged
to
Ruben, a famous glass
worker in Boda. Before
leaving they get some
pieces of glass to work
with when coming back
to the pre‐school. That
is the start of an ex‐
perimental process, in
which they discover
what glass is and how it
can be used in very
many ways. This year
the theme is to com‐
bine glass with wood
and stone! Each pre‐
school makes their own
object to be part of an
exhibition for parents
and anyone interested.

collections from all the glassworks in the area.
Today the Glass Factory in Boda, one of Scandi‐
navia’s largest glass museums, is an experience‐
based, interactive glass museum and creative
meeting place for artists, designers and visitors.
The Glass Factory has Sweden’s most compre‐
hensive collection of art glass, which consists of
about 30 000 objects from various glassworks by
more than 40 artists who have worked with glass.
The museum serves as a knowledge center where
history provides perspective on the present and
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Hopefully this is the start of an interest and curi‐
osity to learn more about yourself and your local
heritage…
Helen Eklund
Museum Educator,
Kalmar läns museum, Sweden
Photo by:
Helen Eklund

BRIDGING AGES INTERNATIONAL

BRIDGINGAGES

The board of Bridging Ages
Annina Ylikoski
President
Elected 2009, reelected 2011, 2013 and 2015
The Ostrobothnian Children’s Culture Network
BARK, Regional Council of Ostrobothnia, Vaasa,
Finland
e‐mail: annina.ylikoski@obotnia.fi.
Tina Lindström
Vice President
Elected 2014
Kalmar County Museum, Sweden
e‐mail: tina.lindstrom@kalmarlansmuseum.se
Ebbe Westergren
Honorary President
Elected 2007, reelected 2009, 2011 and 2013
Kalmar county museum, Sweden
e‐mail: ebbe.westergren@kalmarlansmuseum.se
Cecile Franchetti
Elected 2015
Venice, Italy
e‐mail: cecile.franchetti@gmail.com
Jon Hunner
Elected 2007, reelected 2009, 2011, 2013 and
2015
New Mexico State University Las Cruces, NM
e‐mail: jhunner@nmsu.edu

Ebru Iltenmis
Elected 2010, reelected 2012 and 2014
Manisa Municipality Children Culture and Art
Center Manisa Turkey
e‐mail: bilgi@manisa.bel.tr
Stephen Labarakwe
Elected 2015
Marsabit County Government, Kenya
e‐mail: steven_labarakwe@yahoo.com
Agrita Ozola
Elected 2007, reelected 2008, 2010, 2012 and
2014
Tukums Museum, Tukums, Latvia
e‐mail: tukmuz@apollo.lv, agritaozola@inbox.lv
Jabulani Phelago
Elected 2014
Freedom Park, Pretoria, South Africa
e‐mail: jabulani@freedompark.co.za
Pille Rohtla
Elected 2014
Audentes Scool, Tallinn, Estonia
e‐mail: pille.rohtla@audentes.ee

Editors
Annina Ylikoski, Tina Lindström

Contact
Annina Ylikoski, Regional Council of Ostrobothnia, Finland, President of Bridging Ages International
annina.ylikoski@obotnia.fi
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Regional Council of Ostrobothnia
To be part of the mailing list or subscribe to the newsletter, please send an e‐mail to:
annina.ylikoski@obotnia.fi

Next newsletter
June 2016
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